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Agriculture as a Career

Living in a city for half of my life, | didn’t even know or question any
aspect of agriculture. Like so many other people, | never wondered where my
food came from or whether it was processed, organic or locally grown. We
might hear occasionally about a farm with pumpkins, or see produce at a
farmer’s market, or a rodeo now and then. But the field of agriculture was not even remotely a
consideration in my life. Then, my parents and | moved while | was in fifth grade to a rural area. There |
was given a new perspective on agriculture and the necessity of jobs and opportunities that it brings to
people.

Farming has and will continue to be the most important factor for our survival. For our society, it
isn’t just growing wheat or raising cattle, but it is the ability to produce sustainable agriculture.
Members of our society for the most part have lost their ability to understand agriculture and survive on
their own. We have become a nation which is dependent on a very few individuals that have sustained
and improved agriculture.

People today are far removed from their food source; however, they must still have food to eat.
Most families in America are two generations removed from the farm because children have ventured
from the family farm to more technological employment. We have a generation that has lost touch with
the basic processes of nurturing itself. Our society is at a critical crossroads, we must bring agriculture
out of the fields and into the era of technology. The old technology of large crop farming is now turning
to more customized scientifically based crops. As the economy worsens though, families are being laid
off, and jobs become less, our society is waking up to the fact that a family garden is practical. So as
students of agriculture we must make every effort to incorporate the best information, management
and marketing tools to increase the interest in the field of agriculture. Otherwise farmers and
agriculture as we know and have known it will be a dying breed because the knowledge of these old
farmers is being lost from generation to generation due to poor markets, political ambivalence toward
the small farm, and more desirable jobs.

We must continue to look for strategies to help third world nations create a more sustainable
agriculture program. These third world countries continue to struggle with outdated farming practices.
The new technology has not replaced the wisdom of the old farmers; it has only integrated the two.
Farmers can now specialize in crops that will succeed in the field; they have access to better markets,
and management. This is a slow but desperate process as our world population continues to increase
and the interest of students in agriculture decreases.

For these reasons | have chosen to pursue a career in agriculture. | enjoy helping others, and
helping provide food for them would be a success. | believe that it is our generation’s job to educate
others about agriculture and to improve the technology for greater success in the industry. My
background would allow me to establish a better connection with those who are removed from the farm
since | did not grow up in agriculture. As an agricultural science major, | can relate the knowledge that |
gain to people that have been away from the farm. | can also introduce new technologies and better
management practices to the smaller or older farms to help keep a sustainable agriculture in our
country. Lastly, | feel that | can broaden my horizons to help share my knowledge with underdeveloped
countries so that they will be more efficient with their agricultural productions.



