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Agriculture as a Career
One of the most important activities that have always allowed the progress of the human race is
agriculture. Great cities and entire powerful empires have risen and fallen throughout history in direct
correlation to their agricultural output. However, in our modern society most of us tend to minimize or
simply ignore the impact that agriculture has in our everyday lives. Moreover, most people are not
aware of the vast amount of careers that are available in the many fields of modern agriculture. These
careers can be not only personally and professionally rewarding, but they also provide great benefits to
our local communities, our nation, and our planet as a whole.

I, for one, am an example of a first-generation Hispanic student who was previously unaware of the
career opportunities that are offered in agriculture. Today, thanks to two consecutive internships at the
USDA-ARS-Subtropical Research Station in Miami, FL, | have chosen to gear my career in Biology towards
the field of plant sciences.

Notwithstanding your social status, race, ethnicity, religion or place of residence, we all depend on
agriculture for most of the nutrition and even some of the medicines that we consume. It is only as a
consequence of current advances in agriculture that we are able to enjoy foods from around the globe
all year around. That is something that was not even imaginable for past generations. Yet, even a more
important aspect of agriculture is that it is able to provide us with a solution for many urgent problems
facing humanity today. One of these dilemmas is our rapidly increasing human population, and as a
result there is a burden to produce enough food to feed the nearly 7 billion inhabitants of our planet.
Only through advances in agriculture will we ever be able to satisfy the nutritional needs of such an
immense human population. In addition, agriculture plays an active and vital role in our existing quest to
protect our planet and develop more environment-friendly techniques of producing foods.

A field of such an importance as agriculture offers a vast amount of career opportunities in several
different areas. Yet, a majority of people in our communities do not realize that these career
opportunities exist in agriculture. |, myself, was not aware of this until | was exposed to the different
USDA programs and projects. In today’s agriculture one can choose to work in areas that are not
necessarily involved with husbandry. For instance, some areas of agriculture were new challenging and
satisfying careers are developing are agribusiness management, agricultural and natural resource
development, parks recreation and tourism, horticulture, forestry, food science, fisheries and wildlife,
agronomy, animal and plant sciences, among many others. One is able to find career opportunities in
almost any area that one might think of within the greater field of agriculture.

In my personal case, as a Biology major and as a participant of the Science Fellows Program at St.
Thomas University, | had the amazing opportunity, for the past two summers, to do internships at the
USDA-ARS-Miami, working in two different molecular biology projects in the plant sciences group. These
two internships have been of great importance to my career decision, since now | am aware of careers
in plants sciences that | would like to follow in the agriculture industry. It was not until | was exposed to
the real life plant science research conducted at the USDA that | was able to have a concrete idea of
what | wanted to do as a biology major. Now | truly understand how much scientific research impacts
the agriculture industry, and as a consequence, how much it affects our lives.



Nowadays | cannot see myself in the future doing anything other than scientific research in plant
sciences for some area of agriculture. However, | would like to have the opportunity to learn more
about specific career opportunities, training opportunities, job opportunities and/or internships that are
available to students like myself. | believe that | am a good candidate to participate in the 2012
Agricultural Outlook Forum. Not only will it expose me to valuable information about current issues in
Agriculture but my personal story can serve as a guide to other young people to look at agriculture
through a different prism, and to take advantage of the amazing career opportunities that agriculture
has to offer.



