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Agriculture as a Career 
When the word Agriculture is mentioned in social settings, for many it conjures up 

images from childhood literature. Little Red Hen, Charlotte's Web, and Chicken Little are 
stories that generate a cast of farm animals. A significant number ofUrban Youth in America 
have never walked on a farm or have never entered a bam or stable. I gladly share with young 
people that I am studying Agriculture, and that the field is broad enough to include a place for 

them. When I entered my degree program of animal science at NCA&T I was awestruck by the 
numerous career possibilities that are listed along with my program of veterinary science. 

In agriculture, though the traditional farm life style is true for some individuals, in 
actuality only a small percentage of people work in farming. According to the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, "there are over 313,000,000 people who live in the United 
States", and within that nwnber " less than 1% claim farming as an occupation, and about 2% 
actually live on farms". The field of agriculture, in reality, is much more complex. Over the past 

three years I have learned that Agriculture is one of the most basic means of human survival. It is 
not solely based on food, but encompasses a way oflife, because it helps to provide food, 
clothing (fiber), and shelter. Due to this fact the careers in agriculture encompass many more 
degree areas; from farming, research scientists, and ecology; to agribusiness, engineering and 
Food safety. 

One of the leading concerns in agriculture today, is Food Security. Currently, the world 
population is over 7 billion, and according to the United States Census Bureau, the population is 
estimated to increase to 9 billion in 2050. With a population increase of this magnitude, demand 
for innovative workers in an agriculture background will no doubt skyrocket, because the 
population will need to be provided for. In reality, when compared to other degree areas, there is 
no other field that has a greater impact on the world than agriculture, because it is such an 
essential field. Agriculture is the foundation that any culture is built upon. As Arthur Keith says, 
"The discovery of agriculture was the first big step toward a civilized life". 

In addition, the demand for workers in agriculture is increasing around the world. There 
are many exciting and profitable positions in agricultural careers. Moreover, it is one ofthe most 
varied career fields and helps to provide jobs to thousands of people every year. In addition, 
agricultural careers are important not only because it has variety, but because it allows a person 
to grow in their field. From working at an industrial fanning company, to working in the white 




