
 

The Know Your Farmer, 
Know Your Food Initiative 
A Strategy for Coordination – Meeting 

Many Goals 
 

Elanor Starmer 
National Coordinator and Advisor 
Local and Regional Food Systems 

USDA 
 

Ag Outlook, February 21, 2014 
 



Parts of a Local Food System  



    A Strategy to Meet Many Goals… 
 

 Healthy food access 
 

 Economic development and job generation 
 

 Beginning farmer opportunities  
 

 Connecting consumers with agriculture  
 

 

 Farmland preservation  

               Local Foods: A USDA Priority 



The Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food 
Initiative (KYF2) 

 

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 
 
 
 

Structure: Management 
team and Task Force 
 
Activities: 
Communications and 
policy/programs 
 
Tracking: Monthly report 



        Building Connections: Healthy Food Supply 
 

 NRCS: Seasonal High Tunnel 
initiative  

 

 FSA: Farm loans, microloans and 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 

 

 RD: Regional food hubs  and    
other local food infrastructure  

 

 AMS and FNS: Marketing 
programs, healthy food access 
efforts 

 

 NIFA: Training and research 
along the supply chain  
 

 ARS, ERS and NASS: Research 
and data; policy analysis 
 

 
 

 

 



 Website: One-stop shop for financial 
and technical assistance resources 
from USDA to grow your local food 
enterprise 
www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 
 

 The Compass: How USDA 
resources are put to work in your 
community www.usda.gov/kyfcompass  
 

 The Compass Map: See what’s 
funded in your community and learn 
how others are using USDA programs 

 

 

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 
 
 

        Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food: 
       - Resources for Navigating USDA -  

http://www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer
http://www.usda.gov/kyfcompass


        Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food: 
       - Resources for Navigating USDA -  

 

 

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 
 
 



Includes data on: 
 

 USDA-funded local food 
projects 
 

 Farmers markets, food hubs, 
and other “context data” 
gathered by USDA agencies 

 

 Projects and resources from       
9 other Federal Departments 
 

        The KYF Compass Map 

 

 

www.usda.gov/kyfcompass 
 
 



 

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 
 
 
 

 Find Resources to Fit the Need 



 
 

Elanor Starmer 
Elanor.starmer@osec.usda.gov 

202-720-3165 

Thank You! 

 

www.usda.gov/kyfcompass 
www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 

knowyourfarmer@usda.gov 
 
 

mailto:Elanor.starmer@osec.usda.gov
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