
  

 
Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top and ground temperatures for 6:45 a.m. EST (NOAA) 

 

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Thursday - February 16, 2017 
• In the West, significant storminess is overspreading northern California and continues across the Northwest.  

Where cold air remains trapped in Northwestern valleys, some freezing rain persists.  For the most part, 
however, the storm has been accompanied by warm air—and the widespread rain and melting of low-elevation 
snowfall is increasing the flood risk across a broad area. 

  
• On the Plains, unusually warm weather continues.  Any protective snow cover for winter wheat has 

disappeared, and the mild weather is causing wheat to begin losing winter hardiness.  Today’s maximum 
temperatures should exceed 70ºF as far north as Nebraska. 

 
• In the Corn Belt, mild, dry weather prevails from the Mississippi River westward.  In contrast, cool, breezy 

weather lingers across the lower Great Lakes region, accompanied by a few snow showers. 
 
• In the South, dry weather is promoting early-season fieldwork.  Recent rain showers largely bypassed Florida’s 

peninsula, where an unusually warm, dry winter has led to drought development and heavy irrigation demands. 
 

Outlook:  Snow will end later today across New England.  Meanwhile, multiple storms crossing the Pacific Coast 
during the next several days will result in high winds, heavy rain, and high-elevation snow.  Five-day totals could 
reach 2 to 8 inches, with locally higher amounts, in the Pacific Northwest and much of California.  Some of the 
Pacific energy will cross the Deep South, where rainfall could total 1 to 2 inches from Texas to the southern 
Atlantic Coast.  In contrast, dry weather will prevail across the Midwest, mid-South, and northern half of the 
Plains.  Significantly above-normal temperatures will dominate much of the country, especially across the nation’s 
mid-section.  The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for February 21 – 25 calls for the likelihood of warmer- and wetter-
than-normal weather nationwide, except for below-normal temperatures in the Pacific Coast States and below-
normal precipitation from Arizona to Texas. 
  
Contact:  Eric Luebehusen, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-3361) 
Web Site:  http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Daily/TODAYSWX.pdf 
  

Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist. 
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products. 
The next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Thursday, March 9.  On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EST. 
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