
INTERNATIONAL CROP AND WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS 
USDA/WAOB Joint Agricultural Weather Facility 

 

January 31, 2017 
 

EUROPE – Highlight:  Continued Cold 
 Dry but cold weather prevailed over much of central and northern Europe, though temperatures 

remained above the threshold for freeze damage to dormant winter crops. 
 In northern Spain, welcomed showers improved soil moisture for vegetative winter grains. 

  
MIDDLE EAST – Highlight:  Beneficial Showers For Winter Grains 

 Widespread showers increased moisture for wheat and barley development from the eastern 
Mediterranean Coast into Iran, while winter grains in central Turkey remained dormant. 

    
NORTHWEST AFRICA – Highlight:  More Heavy Rain 

 Locally heavy rain boosted moisture supplies for vegetative wheat and barley in northern Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia.  Producers would likely welcome drier weather for crop development. 

 
FSU – Highlight:  Winter Wheat Dormant Under Widespread Snow Cover, Including Southern Russia  
     
SOUTH ASIA – Highlight:  Beneficial Rainfall 

 Scattered showers in southern India brought a welcomed boost to soil moisture and irrigation supplies 
for rice and other winter (rabi) crops, although drought conditions still persist. 

 Widespread showers boosted soil moisture and irrigation supplies for rice in Sri Lanka. 
  
EAST ASIA – Highlight:  Unseasonably Mild Weather Returns 

 Dry, unseasonably mild weather in eastern China maintained good overall conditions for overwintering 
wheat and rapeseed, but the persistently warmer-than-normal temperatures has resulted in crops losing 
some cold hardiness. 

 
SOUTHEAST ASIA – Highlight:  More Heavy Rainfall 

 Torrential rainfall in the northeastern Philippines caused flooding and localized damage to rice and 
corn. 

  
AUSTRALIA – Highlight:  Marginal Heat In The East, But Showers Helped 

 Warmer-than-normal weather persisted in southern Queensland and northern New South Wales, but 
mid-week showers provided cotton and sorghum with some relief. 

 Following early-week showers, late winter wheat harvesting regained momentum in the south. 
    
SOUTH AMERICA – Highlight:  Beneficial Rain Sustained Moisture For Brazil Soybeans 

 Showers maintained overall favorable conditions for soybeans and other summer crops throughout 
central and southern Brazil. 

 Much-needed rain fell in Argentina’s southwestern corn and soybean areas.  Drier conditions 
elsewhere favored growth of summer grains, oilseeds, and cotton. 
 

SOUTH AFRICA – Highlight:  Showers Intensified Across The Corn Belt 
 Conditions remained overall favorable for corn in the main commercial production areas. 

 


