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HIGHLIGHTS 

EUROPE:  Warm, wet weather favored vegetative winter grains in 

the south, while cold, mostly dry conditions in northern Europe 

kept winter crops dormant. 

 

FSU-WESTERN:  Dormant winter wheat remained sufficiently 

insulated by snow during this week’s bitter cold. 

 

MIDDLE EAST:  Warmer weather returned, eroding the protective 

snowpack in northern winter wheat areas. 

 

NORTHWEST AFRICA:  After last week’s respite, the resumption of 

widespread showers maintained adequate to abundant moisture 

supplies for vegetative winter grains. 

 

SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Somewhat drier conditions prevailed in northern 

sections of the region, while flooding occurred in parts of Java, 

Indonesia. 

 

AUSTRALIA:  Unfavorably hot, dry weather likely reduced the yield 
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prospects of some summer crops. 

 

SOUTH AFRICA:  Warm, showery weather maintained favorable corn 

prospects in key production areas. 

 

ARGENTINA:  Locally heavy rain sustained adequate to excessive 

levels of moisture for summer grains, oilseeds, and cotton. 

 

BRAZIL:  Rain intensified in previously-dry farming areas in the 

south and northeast. 
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EUROPE:  Warm, wet weather in southern Europe contrasted with 

dry, increasingly cold conditions in the north.  A strong area of 

high pressure over Scandinavia maintained dry, chilly weather (1-

5°C below normal) from Germany and the Low Countries into Poland 

and the Baltic States.  While much of the northern Europe 

snowpack has melted, there were no incursions of bitter cold 

during the past week; consequently, dormant wheat and rapeseed 

continued to overwinter in satisfactory condition.  Meanwhile, a 

series of Atlantic storms marched east before being deflected 

south across the Mediterranean Sea, triggering widespread 

moderate to heavy rain (10-70 mm) across much of western and 

southern Europe.  The showers in England and France improved 

moisture reserves for dormant winter crops following a drier-

than-normal autumn.  Farther south, the rain was beneficial for 

vegetative winter wheat and barley in Spain and Italy, while snow 

in the mountains improved spring runoff prospects for irrigated 

summer crops. 
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FSU-WESTERN:  Winter wheat remained adequately protected from 

bitter cold by snow cover over most of the region.  For a second 

consecutive week, minimum temperatures as low as -30°C across 

central portions of Ukraine and Russia had no detrimental impact 

on dormant winter wheat due to a moderate to deep snowpack (10-60 

cm).  In southwestern Russia, a fresh snowfall (5-15 cm) 

protected winter wheat from nighttime readings as low as -20°C.  

Overall, wheat continued to overwinter in good condition in 

Ukraine and Russia. 
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MIDDLE EAST:  Warm, mostly dry weather prevailed, though heavy 

rain and mountain snow was overspreading southern and western 

portions of Iran at the end of the period.  A weakening 

Mediterranean disturbance was responsible for a trace to 15 mm of 

rain and mountain snow from central and southern Turkey into 

northern Iran; however, most areas reported 2 mm or less.  

Nevertheless, moisture supplies remained favorable for vegetative 

(south) to dormant (north) winter grains.  An exception was the 

moderate to heavy rain (10-80 mm, locally more) which fell in 

western Turkey, though the country’s primary winter crop areas 

lie farther east.  Temperatures averaged 2 to 5°C above normal 

across central and northern growing areas, eroding the protective 

snow cover in central Turkey and northwestern Iran.  After the 

relatively quiet week, a potent winter storm was bringing heavy 

rain and mountain snow to western and southern Iran as of 

February 13 (more information regarding this storm system will be 

made available in next week’s Bulletin).  
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NORTHWEST AFRICA:  A pair of storms bookended the week, producing 

widespread rain over many of the region’s primary winter grain 

areas.  Early in the period, a storm system in the central 

Mediterranean Sea produced 10 to 100 mm of rain across 

northeastern Algeria and northern Tunisia, maintaining adequate 

to abundant soil moisture for vegetative winter grains.  The 

storm mostly bypassed north-central Algeria, which was a welcomed 

break for producers following January’s excessive rainfall 

(locally more than 400 mm).  By week’s end, an Atlantic storm 

system and its associated cold front triggered widespread showers 

(10-60 mm) in Morocco, maintaining good to excellent yield 

prospects for vegetative winter wheat and barley. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Showers continued throughout the region, albeit 

lighter in some areas.  In the Philippines, 25 to over 50 mm of 

rain was reported along the eastern half of the country, 

maintaining adequate to locally excessive soil moisture for rice 

and corn in latter stages of development.  Meanwhile, drier 

weather (less than 25 mm) in eastern Luzon eased some of the 

excessive wetness that has occurred over the last several weeks. 

 To the south, showers across Malaysia and Indonesia brought over 

50 mm to oil palm, although portions of the Malaysian peninsula 

and Kalimantan, Indonesia, experienced drier conditions.  In 

Java, Indonesia, localized downpours (200-350 mm) caused flooding 

and damage to maturing rice and corn, while crops in the 

remainder of Java benefited from more seasonable amounts (50-100 

mm).
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AUSTRALIA:  Hot, mostly dry weather covered southern Queensland 

and northern New South Wales, likely reducing the yield prospects 

of some summer crops.  The weather was most unfavorable for 

dryland cotton and sorghum, stressing immature crops while 

accelerating the pace of development.  The hot, dry weather 

impacted irrigated crops as well, increasing the need for 

supplemental irrigation.  Despite these negative impacts, a small 

subset of crops likely benefited from the heat and dryness; the 

hot, dry weather aided maturation of crops which had been sown 

early in the growing season.  Temperatures averaged 3 to 6ºC 

above normal in eastern Australia.  In major summer crop 

producing areas, daily maximum temperatures were consistently in 

the upper 30s and lower 40s degrees C in the west and in the 

lower to middle 30s in the east.  Elsewhere in Australia, 

widespread showers (5-25 mm, locally more) fell across South 

Australia, Victoria, and southeastern New South Wales, while 

heavy rain (50-100 mm, locally near 200 mm) in Western Australia 

caused local flooding.  Although the rain was unfavorable for 

fieldwork, harvesting of the 2016/17 wheat, barley, and canola 

crops has mostly concluded.  Planting of winter grains and 

oilseeds typically begins in April and May each year. 
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SOUTH AFRICA:  Warm, showery weather maintained overall favorable 

conditions for summer crops advancing through reproduction across 

the corn belt.  Most locations from North West and Free State to 

Mpumalanga recorded at least 10 mm, with pockets of heavy rain 

(greater than 50 mm) concentrated over commercial white corn 

areas in North West and central Free State.  Moderate to heavy 

rain (25-50 mm, locally in excess of 100 mm) also fell in 

previously-dry summer crop areas in northwestern KwaZulu-Natal 

and neighboring locations in Free State and Mpumalanga, boosting 

moisture for corn and other reproductive to filling summer crops 

following several weeks of relative dryness.  Weekly average 

temperatures were near to above normal in eastern sections of the 

corn belt (in and around Gauteng and Mpumalanga) and up to 2°C 

below normal in far western and northern production areas, with 

daytime highs mostly reaching the upper 20s and lower 30s 

(degrees C).  Somewhat lighter rain (10-50 mm) fell in rain-fed 

sugarcane areas of southern KwaZulu-Natal, as drier, warmer 

conditions (daytime highs reaching the middle and upper 30s) 

fostered rapid development of rain-fed sugarcane.  In the Cape 

Provinces, scattered showers (5-25 mm or more, locally 

approaching 50 mm) continued over irrigated corn and cotton areas 

of the Orange River Valley as seasonable warmth and dryness 

advanced development of tree and vine crops in Western Cape. 
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ARGENTINA:  Showers overspread the region, maintaining adequate 

to locally excessive levels of moisture for summer grains, 

oilseeds, and cotton.  In central Argentina, the heaviest 

rainfall (50-180 mm) was concentrated over Buenos Aires, eastern 

La Pampa, and southern Cordoba.  Other locations received lighter 

amounts, though most areas recorded at least 25 mm, including 

previously-flooded locations in the vicinity of southern Santa 

Fe.  According to reports emanating from Argentina, lingering 

wetness remained a problem in parts of Santa Fe for the treatment 

of pests and diseases.  Weekly average temperatures were 1 to 2°C 

below normal; daytime highs reached the upper 20s and lower 30s 

(degrees C) on several days as the weather warmed from early-week 

highs in the upper 10s to lower 20s.  Farther north, moderate to 

heavy rain (10-50 mm or more, with local amounts in excess of 100 

mm) provided timely moisture for summer crops following several 

weeks of drier-than-normal weather.  As in central Argentina, 

weekly average temperatures were as much as 2°C below normal, 

though temperatures occasionally reached into the upper 30s in 

the traditionally warmer northwestern agricultural areas (notably 

Santiago del Ester, Salta, and much of Chaco and Formosa).  

According to the government of Argentina, sunflowers were 35 

percent harvested as of February 9, similar to last year’s pace, 

with most progress reported in the more northerly production 

areas. 
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BRAZIL:  Rainfall intensified over recently dry sections of 

southern and northern Brazil, increasing moisture for development 

of immature summer row crops.  Amounts totaled 25 to 70 mm over 

Rio Grande do Sul, with similar readings in Santa Catarina and 

southern Parana.  Locally heavier amounts extended westward into 

Paraguay.  According to the government of Rio Grande do Sul, even 

though corn was 35 percent harvested as of February 9, about 40 

percent of the crop was in stages ranging from vegetative to 

filling and benefited from the rain.  Soybeans are farther behind 

in development, with nearly 90 percent of the crop still 

vegetative to filling.  To the north, drier conditions prevailed 

over a broad area centered over Sao Paulo, though moisture levels 

were likely favorable for summer crop development due to recent 

weeks of above-normal rainfall.  Above-normal temperatures 

(daytime highs reaching the middle 30s degrees C) exacerbated the 

impacts of the sunny weather on evaporation rates.  In contrast, 

heavy rain (50-100 mm or more) returned to the northeastern 

interior (western Bahia, Tocantins, and farming areas in southern 

sections of Piaui and Maranhao), increasing moisture for immature 

soybeans and cotton.  Meanwhile, seasonably heavy favorable 

rainfall (25-50 mm or more, locally exceeding 100 mm) maintained 

crop summer prospects in the Center-West Region; according to the 

government of Mato Grosso, soybeans were about 46 percent 

harvested as of February 10, 20 points ahead of last year.  
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Consequently, corn planting in Mato Grosso — Brazil’s largest 

producer of second-crop corn — was proceeding ahead of last 

year’s pace (47 percent versus 21 percent last year), sustaining 

high yield prospects.  Cotton planting in Mato Grosso, also a 

leading producer, slightly ahead of last year’s pace of 93 

percent. 


