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HIGHLIGHTS 

EUROPE:  Mostly dry, mild weather maintained favorable conditions 

for dormant winter crops across central and northern Europe. 

 

FSU-WESTERN:  Dormant winter wheat remained sufficiently 

insulated by widespread snow cover. 

 

MIDDLE EAST:  Widespread rain and snow boosted moisture supplies 

for dormant (north) to vegetative (south) winter grains. 

 

NORTHWEST AFRICA:  Sunny skies promoted winter grain development 

following recent rain in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. 

 

SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Typhoon Nock-Ten brought drenching rainfall to 

the northern Philippines but did little damage to rice and corn. 

 

AUSTRALIA:  Widespread showers in the southeast stalled winter 

grain harvesting. 

 

SOUTH AFRICA:  Showers provided timely moisture for summer crop 
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germination in western sections of the corn belt. 

 

ARGENTINA:  Locally heavy showers improved topsoil moisture in 

most corn, soybean, and cotton areas. 

 

BRAZIL:  Rain benefited southern corn and soybeans but warmth and 

dryness dominated soybean and cotton areas farther north. 
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EUROPE:  A stationary area of high pressure maintained dry, mild 

weather across central and western portions of the continent.  

Sunny skies and near- to above-normal temperatures were favorable 

for dormant winter wheat and rapeseed from France and 

southeastern England into southern Germany and the northern 

Balkans.   Dry weather also prevailed across the Mediterranean 

region, promoting seasonal fieldwork and winter grain 

development.  However, moisture remained limited for vegetative 

wheat and barley in northern Spain, with localized but pronounced 

short-term drought adversely impacting crop development in 

Castilla y León.  Farther east, light rain and wet snow (3-30 mm, 

locally more) maintained favorable moisture reserves for dormant 

winter crops from eastern Germany into the Baltic States, though 

these typically colder crop areas remained devoid of a protective 

snow cover at week’s end.
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FSU-WESTERN:  Dormant winter wheat remained insulated from 

potential bitter cold by snow cover.  Primary winter crop areas 

from central Ukraine into southern and central Russia remained 

covered by 5 to 20 cm of snow, while northern crop areas 

(Russia’s Central and Volga Districts) were under 10 to 25 cm of 

snow at week’s end.   

 

NORTHWEST AFRICA:  Sunny skies and near-normal temperatures 

promoted winter grain development following recent protracted 

rainfall in most major productions areas.  The wet weather, which 

began in mid-November, alleviated autumn dryness and drought 

which had settled over Morocco and Algeria, though northeastern 

portions of Algeria are still wrestling with lingering 

precipitation deficits.  Crop conditions in Morocco and western 

Algeria are vastly improved over last year, and current winter 

grain yield prospects are in line to show a substantial 

improvement year to year.  In Tunisia, dryness has not been an 

issue; consequently, winter wheat and barley prospects remained 

good to excellent. 
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MIDDLE EAST:  Unsettled weather prevailed, though temperatures 

moderated across much of the region.  A stationary storm system 

continued to produce moderate to heavy rain (10-100 mm, locally 

more) over the eastern Mediterranean Coast and environs, further 

increasing soil moisture for vegetative winter grains.  However, 

the rain likely caused flooding, particularly in typically-arid 

areas of northeastern Africa.  In Turkey, moderate to heavy rain 

and snow (10-100 mm liquid equivalent, locally more along the 

south coast) boosted moisture reserves, especially on the 

previously-dry Anatolian Plateau (a key wheat and barley region). 

Snow covered much of Turkey by week’s end, though amounts were 

highly variable, ranging from 5 to more than 50 cm.  In Iraq and 

western Iran, another round of beneficial rain and mountain snow 

(10-60 mm liquid equivalent, locally more) improved soil moisture 

for winter grain development following a dry autumn.  However, 

precipitation amounts in northeastern Iran were much less (4-10 

mm), leaving this part of the country still in need of moisture 

for crop development.  Temperatures averaged 3 to 7°C above 

normal from eastern Turkey into Iran, while chilly conditions (up 

to 4°C below normal) lingered in western Turkey.  



6 
 

SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Typhoon Nock-Ten crossed the Philippines early 

in the period, producing rainfall amounts between 100 to 200 mm 

(locally over 300 mm) across eastern Luzon.  The rainfall caused 

localized flooding but was generally beneficial for winter rice 

and corn grown in the interior.  Rainfall amounts were lower 

(less than 100 mm) in central (Visayas) and southern (Mindanao) 

sections of the country where less rice and corn are grown this 

time of year.  Meanwhile, unseasonably heavy showers (50-150 mm) 

continued in central Vietnam, maintaining excessively wet 

conditions in relatively minor crop areas.  Farther south, 

seasonably heavy showers (25-100 mm, locally more) in Malaysia 

and eastern Indonesia maintained favorable moisture conditions 

for oil palm; parts of western Malaysia continued to experience 

moisture deficits, though.  In addition, heavy showers (50-100 

mm, locally over 200 mm) in much of Java, Indonesia, kept rice 

well watered.  Portions of western Java have experienced below-

normal rainfall for much of December, but despite the recent 

dryness, seasonal (since August 1) rainfall was 50 percent above 

the long-term average.
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AUSTRALIA:  In the wake of last week’s beneficial rainfall, 

isolated showers (locally around 5 mm) provided little additional 

moisture for summer crops in southern Queensland and northern New 

South Wales.  Farther south, widespread showers (10-50 mm or 

more) overspread much of southeastern Australia, stalling winter 

grain harvesting and likely raising some concerns about local 

crop quality.  Although the rain was unwelcome for harvesting, 

the wet weather was unlikely to have a significant impact on 

final crop yields.  In Western Australia, showers (5-20 mm) were 

confined primarily to southern coastal areas, potentially slowing 

local fieldwork.  Most of the wheat belt remained dry, however, 

allowing winter crop harvesting to proceed with little delay.  

Temperatures in Western Australia averaged about 2 to 3ºC below 

normal.  In contrast, temperatures in southern and eastern 

Australia averaged about 2 to 6ºC above normal.  Temperatures 

rose throughout the week in northern New South Wales and southern 

Queensland, with maximum temperatures ranging from the middle 30s 

to lower 40s degrees C by week’s end.  The gradual increase in 

heat accelerated summer crop development and slowly increased 

crop water requirements. 
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SOUTH AFRICA:  Showers overspread the corn belt, maintaining 

generally favorable prospects for emerging to vegetative summer 

crops.  Most areas recorded rainfall totaling 10 to 50 mm, with 

higher amounts in North West and portions of Free State.  The 

rain in North West and neighboring locations in Gauteng and Free 

State was particularly timely for newly-sown crops and reduced 

the likelihood of late plantings.  Weekly temperatures averaging 

near to slightly below normal accompanied the moisture, with 

daytime highs generally capped in the lower 30s (degrees C).  The 

wet, relatively cool weather extended eastward into irrigated 

sugarcane areas of eastern Mpumalanga and northern KwaZulu-Natal 

but unseasonable dryness continued in rain-fed sugarcane areas of 

southern KwaZulu-Natal.  Meanwhile, scattered showers (5-25 mm, 

locally higher) increased irrigation reserves for corn and cotton 

in the Orange River Valley.  Dry, warmer-than-normal weather 

(daytime highs approaching 40°C in spots) spurred rapid 

development of tree and vine crops in Western Cape. 
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ARGENTINA:  Beneficial rain continued across much of Argentina, 

further increasing moisture for summer crops in key production 

areas.  Most areas recorded rainfall totaling 10 to 50 mm, with 

higher amounts (50 to 140 mm) concentrated over central and 

northeastern farming areas (northern Buenos Aires and Cordoba to 

Corrientes).  In contrast, drier conditions persisted in southern 

farming areas of La Pampa and Buenos Aires, favoring rapid winter 

grain harvesting but limiting moisture for germination of second-

crop soybeans.  Weekly temperatures averaged 3 to 5°C above 

normal (daytime highs reaching the upper 30s degrees C on several 

days) in the drier southern locations, exacerbating the impact of 

the dryness on emerged corn and first-crop soybeans.  Weekly 

average temperatures were 1 to 2°C above normal in most other 

agricultural areas, with daytime highs exceeding 40°C in Santiago 

del Estero and northern Cordoba both before and after the rain.  

According to the government of Argentina, corn and soybeans were 

73 and 83 percent planted, respectively, as of December 29, 

slightly lagging last year’s pace.  Meanwhile, wheat was 84 

percent harvested (versus 75 percent last year), an increase of 9 

points from the previous week. 
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BRAZIL:  Beneficial rain maintained generally favorable 

conditions for corn and soybeans in the main production areas of 

southern Brazil.  Aside from a pocket of dryness centered over 

western Santa Catarina, rainfall totaled 25 to 50 mm — locally 

higher — from Rio Grande do Sul northward through western Sao 

Paulo.  According to reports emanating from Rio Grande do Sul, a 

portion of the soybeans and corn in that state had reached 

reproduction as of December 29, making the continuation of 

rainfall timely.  The moisture was also favorable for sugarcane, 

coffee, and citrus in Sao Paulo and Minas Gerais.  However, 

above-normal temperatures (daytime highs reaching the middle 30s 

degrees C) in the aforementioned areas maintained high crop 

moisture demands.  Farther north, light to moderate rain (15-50 

mm) fell in Mato Grosso but a generally drier pattern dominated 

the remainder of the Center-West (notably northern Mato Grosso do 

Sul and Goias), as well as northeastern Brazil, reducing moisture 

for soybeans and cotton.  Unseasonable warmth accompanied the 

dryness, with daytime highs reaching the upper 30s in spots.  It 

was the second week of general warmth and dryness in the 

northeastern interior (western Bahia, Tocantins, and southern 

farming areas of Piaui and Maranhao), raising concern for 

potential stress to vulnerable crops. 


