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HIGHLIGHTS
EUROPE: Cold, dry weather continued over much of the continent,

though the weather pattern began to change by week’s end.

FSU-WESTERN: Dormant winter wheat remained sufficiently
insulated by widespread snow cover, with fresh snowfall

benefiting crop areas of southern Russia.

MIDDLE EAST: Widespread rain and snow returned, sustaining good

to excellent conditions for winter grains.

NORTHWEST AFRICA: Moderate to heavy rain maintained or boosted
soil moisture for vegetative winter crops in most growing areas

but likely caused localized flooding in Algeria.

SOUTHEAST ASIA: Torrential rainfall in the northeastern

Philippines caused flooding and localized crop damage.

AUSTRALIA: Warmer-than-normal weather persisted in the east, but

mid-week showers provided summer crops with some relief.
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SOUTH AFRICA: Showers intensified across the corn belt,

increasing moisture for summer crops.

ARGENTINA: Much-needed rain fell in southwestern corn and

soybean areas, while drier weather prevailed elsewhere.

BRAZIL: Widespread showers benefited soybeans and other summer

crops in key southern and central production areas.



EUROPE: High pressure maintained dry albeit cold weather over
much of the continent, though the weather pattern began to change
by week’s end. Winter crop areas of central and northern Europe
were dry and cold (2-5°C below normal, up to 7°C below normal
from southern Germany to the western Balkans), with a shallow to
moderate snowpack (2-20 cm) prevalent from Germany into Poland
and the Balkans. Winter grains and oilseeds were dormant and
mostly in good condition, with no damaging freezes reported in
snow-free areas during the period. By week’s end, showers (5-40
mm) arrived from the Iberian Peninsula into western England,
improving soil moisture for dormant (north) to vegetative winter
crops. The rain was especially welcomed in northwestern Spain
(Castilla y Ledbn), where a protracted spell of dry weather
reduced moisture supplies for vegetative wheat and barley. The
rain’s arrival also signaled a pattern shift, as the recent
dominant area of cold high pressure was replaced by Atlantic

storms.



FSU-WESTERN: Dormant winter wheat remained insulated by a
moderate to deep snowpack over most of the region. Winter crop
areas from central and northern Ukraine into central Russia
remained covered by 10 to 60 cm of snow. Southern portions of
Russia’s Southern District (Krasnodar Krai), which had been
devoid of snow cover, benefited from 2 to 5 cm of snowfall during
the period. Nevertheless, minimum temperatures (-16 to -11°C)
posed no threat to dormant winter wheat in areas where the snow

was shallow and patchy.

MIDDLE EAST: A slow-moving Mediterranean storm system brought
widespread rain and snow to the region, benefiting dormant
(north) to vegetative (south) winter grains. Precipitation
amounts were highly variable, though many of the actively-growing
winter crop areas from the Mediterranean Coast into central and
southern Iran reported 10 to 70 mm. Moderate precipitation (10-
20 mm liquid equivalent) also overspread previously-dry portions
of northeastern Iran, easing short-term drought and improving
prospects for semi-dormant to vegetative winter wheat. By week’s
end, an extensive snowpack (10-60 cm, locally more) ensured
dormant winter crops were adequately protected from potential
freeze damage in the climatologically colder areas of Turkey and

Iran.



NORTHWEST AFRICA: A pair of storms bookended the week, bringing
moderate to heavy rainfall to most of the region’s primary winter
grain areas. In Morocco, 15 to 30 mm of rain (locally more)
benefited vegetative winter wheat in the north, while lighter
showers (3-10 mm) in southern portions of the country maintained
adequate soil moisture for crop development. Likewise, 5 to 40
mm of rain sustained favorable growing conditions in northern
Tunisia as well as western- and eastern-portions of Algeria.
However, excessive rainfall (50-200 mm, locally more) in central

Algeria likely caused flooding and submerged low-lying fields.



SOUTHEAST ASIA: In the Philippines, waves of tropical moisture
peeled away from the seasonally wetter south and brought heavy to
locally torrential rainfall to the northeastern Philippines.

Most areas in the northeast received 50 to 100 mm of rain, with a
report of nearly 600 mm near the coast. Flooding and localized
crop damage occurred in areas with the highest rainfall totals
but the majority of corn and rice is outside these areas. In
southern portions of the region, widespread showers (50-100 mm or
more) maintained good short-term moisture for oil palm in
Malaysia and Indonesia and good overall moisture conditions for

rice in Java, Indonesia.



AUSTRALIA: Very warm weather persisted in southern Queensland
and northern New South Wales, maintaining greater-than-normal
irrigation requirements for summer crops. Widespread showers (5-
25 mm, locally near 50 mm) overspread the region during mid-week,
however, providing some relief from locally hot weather. The
rain provided a welcome boost in topsoil moisture for dryland
crops, such as sorghum, while easing the supplemental water
demands of irrigated crops, such as cotton. For the second
consecutive week, temperatures in eastern Australia averaged 2 to
4°C above normal. In major summer crop producing areas, daily
maximum temperatures ranged from the middle 30s to lower 40s
(degrees C) in the west and the upper 20s to middle 30s in the
east. Elsewhere in the wheat belt, early-week showers (5-10 mm,
locally more) in South Australia and western Victoria slowed
final winter wheat harvesting, but dry weather during the

remainder of the week allowed fieldwork to regain momentum.



SOUTH AFRICA: Showers intensified across the corn belt, boosting
moisture for vegetative to reproductive summer crops. Most of
the region recorded rainfall totaling 10 to 50 mm, though pockets
of dryness lingered in outlying production areas of Free State
and in southern Limpopo. Heavier rain (greater than 50 mm) was
concentrated over eastern farming areas of North West and
northern sections of Limpopo. Similarly, moderate to heavy rain
(10-50 mm, locally higher) fell in irrigated sugarcane areas in
eastern Mpumalanga and northern KwaZulu-Natal, but mostly dry
weather dominated large sections of the rain-fed sugarcane fields
in southern KwazZulu-Natal. Weekly temperatures averaged within
1°C of normal in the aforementioned region; daytime highs reached
the upper 20s and lower 30s (degrees C) across the main corn
production areas (notably North West and Free State to
Mpumalanga) as higher temperatures (middle to upper 30s) spurred
rapid crop development in the main sugarcane zones. Elsewhere,
showers (greater than 10 mm) helped to supplement irrigation of
corn, cotton, and other summer crops in Northern Cape’s Orange
River Valley. Showers (10-35 mm) brushed the southern coast of
Western Cape but drier, seasonably warm weather (daytime highs
reaching the middle and upper 30s) promoted development of tree

and vine crops farther inland.



ARGENTINA: Locally heavy showers ended an extended period of
warmth and dryness in Argentina’s southwestern farming areas.

The rainfall (25-50 mm or more, locally approaching 100 mm) and
briefly milder weather (daytime highs dropping into the 20s
degrees C for several days) brought some relief to corn and
soybeans in La Pampa and western Buenos Aires, which likely
experienced some stress as last week’s spike in temperatures
exacerbated the impact of nearly two months of unseasonable
dryness. Warm weather returned to the region at week’s end,
however, with daytime highs again reaching the upper 30s (degrees
C) in spots. Lighter rain (5-25 mm) lingered over nearby
locations of southern Cordoba and southeastern Buenos Aires but
little to no rain fell over a broad area centered over Santa Fe,
helping to alleviate pockets of excessive wetness that have
plagued high-yielding farmlands of central Argentina since late
December. Scattered, generally light showers (2-25 mm) swept
across the north, keeping topsoils moist for the final stages of
summer crop planting. Weekly temperatures averaged near to above
normal in the northwest (notably Santiago del Estero and Salta)
and up to 2°C below normal in the east, with daytime highs
reaching the middle and upper 30s on several days in northern and
western agricultural areas. According to the government of
Argentina, corn and soybean planting was nearing completion (96

and 99 percent planted, respectively) as of January 26.



BRAZIL: Near- to- above-normal rainfall maintained overall
favorable prospects for soybeans and other summer crops in nearly
all major agricultural areas. In central Brazil, seasonably-
heavy levels of rainfall (greater than 50 mm) were recorded in
Mato Grosso, Goias, and northern Mato Grosso do Sul, slowing
harvesting of early-planted soybeans but sustaining favorable
levels of moisture for immature summer row crops, included newly-
sown second-crop corn. According to the government of Mato
Grosso, second-crop corn was 10 percent planted as of January 27,
compared with about 5 percent at the same time last year.
Beneficial rainfall (10-50 mm or more) extended eastward into the
northeastern interior, although weekly temperatures averaging up
to 2°C above normal — with daytime highs reaching the middle and
upper 30s (degrees C) — maintained high evaporative losses.
Amounts continued to be below normal (5-35 mm) in western Bahia,
where moisture remained limited for normal development of
soybeans and cotton. Farther south, moderate to heavy rain (25
to more than 100 mm) stretched from western Minas Gerais to Rio
Grande do Sul, maintaining overall favorable levels of moisture
for soybeans, main-season corn, and other rain-fed summer crops.
Conditions were also generally favorable for sugarcane, citrus,
and coffee in Sao Paulo and southwestern Minas Gerais, although
drier weather dominated coastal coffee and cocoa areas from Rio

de Janeiro to Bahia.
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