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Good afternoon, my name is Ron Litterer, and I am a farmer from northern Iowa. Currently I farm corn and soybeans. To give you an idea of my operation, approximately one-third of my land is planted to soybeans; I rotate another one-third between corn and soybeans; and the final one-third of my farm is continuously planted to corn. 

In total, I farm 1,500 acres and have a hog operation. We finish approximately 6,000 hogs annually. I work with my brother and my wife. Our farm was founded in 1893, and I am the fourth generation to farm the land. 

I mentioned that approximately one-third of our farm is planted corn-on-corn. These acres are an excellent example of how biotechnology provides options for my operation. And our farm could not have prospered over multiple generations, and the course of over one hundred years, if we couldn’t make production choices. I see tremendous value in choosing biotechnology products that increase yield, require less pesticides and insecticides, and help combat extreme weather. I do not have any concerns that biotechnology will impact my ability to pass a healthy farm onto future generations. Criticisms of biotechnology that are neither science nor safety-based are of much greater concern to me. These initiatives could slow innovation and prevent useful traits from entering the market. 

The United States is the largest corn producer and exporter in the world. We are able to maintain that status because corn farmers readily adopted biotechnology. Advances in plant biotechnology help U.S. farmers meet market demand, both domestic and international. More importantly, the successes we witness on our farms are helping support our rural economies. 
As farmers, we are taking on new roles. As technology evolves, our farming operations do, too. Meeting demand, improving processes, and minimizing environmental impacts are what make modern agriculture a dynamic industry. I have a strong interest in the availability of new technology to enhance the sustainability, productivity, and competitiveness of my farm. I believe this advisory committee’s work is imperative to ensure the U.S. agriculture industry continues to lead the way with innovation, product development and acceptance of biotechnology crops. 
