
The United States Department of Agriculture  
Office of Partnerships and Public Engagement Seeks Qualified Peer Reviewers for the 

Fiscal Year 2021 Outreach and Assistance for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and 
Ranchers and Veteran Farmers and Ranchers Program Grant Competition 

(also known as the “2501 Program”) 

The Office of Partnerships and Public Engagement (OPPE) is seeking qualified “peer reviewers” 
to examine and evaluate grant proposals for the FY 2021 Outreach and Assistance for Socially 
Disadvantaged and Veteran Farmers and Ranchers Program (2501 Program) grant 
competition.  OPPE is seeking qualified individuals that have provided technical support, 
education, outreach and/or training and other efforts to address the needs and issues of socially 
disadvantaged and/or veteran farmers and ranchers.  Selected reviewers will be required to 
examine and evaluate the evidenced-based practices and projects that grant applicants submit for 
competition. 
 
The 2501 Program grant review process is designed to ensure that grant projects are properly 
planned, competition is open and fair, proposed budgets are carefully examined, and grant 
awards are structured to protect the interests of the government.  Each proposal will be examined 
and scored against evaluation criteria published in the Funding Opportunity Announcement.   
 
The entire review process will be conducted virtually (electronically) for approximately two-
three (2-3) weeks.  We expect approximately 200 applications, and the number of reviewers will 
determine the number of applications assigned.  Selected reviewers will receive compensation. 

Please be advised that participation in the review process will require a determination of a 
conflict of interest, or the appearance of a conflict, prior to reviewing assigned proposals.  A 
reviewer is considered to have a conflict of interest if he/she, or certain individuals and entities 
with which the reviewer has any relationship, has a financial interest in the outcome of the 
competition.  

If you are interested in serving on the peer review panel, and your affiliated organization is not 
applying for the 2501 Program grant, please send your resume to 2501grants@usda.gov, no later 
than August 6, 2021.  Your resume should address, but not limited to, the following areas: 
 

1) Education, professional, and grant-related experience; 
 

2) Knowledge or experience in providing technical assistance, outreach, and education 
to socially disadvantaged and/or veteran farmers and ranchers;  
 

3) Knowledge or expertise in obtaining access to USDA programs and services (e.g., 
Programs administered by Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Rural Development, etc.). 

 
For additional information, please contact the 2501 Grants Staff at 2501grants@usda.gov or call 
202-720-6350 and ask to speak with any member of the grants staff. 
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