
Appalachian Center for Economic Networks

Expanding Market Access through Urban-Rural Networks
Presenter: Leslie Schaller Director of Programs

leslies@acenetworks.org



2/16/2024 APPALACHIAN CENTER FOR ECONOMIC NETWORKS

Rural Images & Rural Stereotypes 
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Sustaining Rural Livelihoods





The ACEnetCommunity at a glance 

Based in Athens County Serving Appalachia Ohio Collaborating in
Central Appalachia
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ACEnetApproaches

uMicroenterprise Focus 

uEntrepreneurial Networks

uSector Specific Incubation

uWealthWorks Framework www.wealthworks.org

uValue Chain Coordination for Food Sector

uRegional Collaborative Projects (CAN & ARFBC)

uContracts & Field Offices
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http://www.wealthworks.org/


The Power of Networks



Network Weavers Bridge Rural-Urban 
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Upending some of our misconceptionsɂbig shout out 
to Brian DabsonRural Policy Analyst & Researcher

ÅWithin food systems: rural ɀurban relationships are 
changing

ÅSmall rural places bringing local food to urban markets 
can act as a bridge to underscore similarities ---not 
divides

ÅRural strategies are evolving ɀfood value chains can be a 
critical driver

Aligning values within a Rural-Urban Continuum
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Leveraging Shared Infrastructure
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ACEnetFood Infrastructure
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Food Ventures Center The Food & Farm Enterprise Center
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Leveraging Shared Infrastructure

ChesterhillProduce Auction
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Farm 2 School Processing Options
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Farm to School Value Chains
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Amplifying Local/Regional Food Value Chains

Network Weavers Bridge Rural-Urban 
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Value Chain Connecting to Markets
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Value Chain: Shagbark Seed & Mill

USDA 100th Annual Agricultural Outlook Forum ɀFebruary 2024



Value Chain Connecting to Markets
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Connecting to Urban Markets
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Value Chain: Snowville Creamery
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