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Sustaining Rural Livelihoods





The ACEnet Community at a glance 

Based in Athens County Serving Appalachia Ohio Collaborating in
Central Appalachia
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ACEnet Approaches

 Microenterprise Focus 

 Entrepreneurial Networks

 Sector Specific Incubation

 WealthWorks Framework www.wealthworks.org

Value Chain Coordination for Food Sector

 Regional Collaborative Projects (CAN & ARFBC)

Contracts & Field Offices
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http://www.wealthworks.org/


The Power of Networks



Network Weavers Bridge Rural-Urban 
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Upending some of our misconceptions—big shout out 
to Brian Dabson Rural Policy Analyst & Researcher

•Within food systems: rural – urban relationships are 
changing

•Small rural places bringing local food to urban markets 
can act as a bridge to underscore similarities --- not 
divides

•Rural strategies are evolving – food value chains can be a 
critical driver

Aligning values within a Rural-Urban Continuum
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Leveraging Shared Infrastructure
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ACEnet Food Infrastructure
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Food Ventures Center The Food & Farm Enterprise Center
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Leveraging Shared Infrastructure

Chesterhill Produce Auction
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Farm 2 School Processing Options
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Farm to School Value Chains
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Amplifying Local/Regional Food Value Chains

Network Weavers Bridge Rural-Urban 

USDA 100th Annual Agricultural Outlook Forum – February 2024



Value Chain Connecting to Markets
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Value Chain: Shagbark Seed & Mill
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Value Chain Connecting to Markets
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Connecting to Urban Markets
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Value Chain: Snowville Creamery
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Innovators within value chains
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Milo’s Whole World Gourmet
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Private Investment Leveraged
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Private Investment Leveraged
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Supporting Appalachia Distribution
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USDA Investment in Value 
Chains

Providing Access from 
Rural to Urban Markets 



Recipient: Appalachian Sustainable Development
Award Amount: $999,968 

Expanding Food and Agriculture Value Chains in Central Appalachia 
by Creating a Multi-Stakeholder Cooperative

USDA 100th Annual Agricultural Outlook Forum – February 2024



Recipient: Appalachian Sustainable Development 
Award Amount: $429,946.85 

Building a Local Beef Value Chain in Central Appalachia
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Recipient: God's Pantry Food Bank, Inc., Lexington
Award Amount: $465,658.56 

SE KY Health and Education Farm-to-Institution Program
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Recipient: Tri-State Local Foods dba The Wild Ramp 
Award Amount: $464,136.00 

Implementation of an Online Ordering Platform in Response to COVID 19, 
Expanding the Availability of Local Agricultural Products
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Recipient: Grow Ohio Valley, Inc. 
Award Amount: $240,727.00 

The Public Market: Growing Regional Agriculture with a Year-Round Farmers Market 
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Recipient: Appalachian Center for Economic Networks 
Award Amount: $88,641.75 

Planning to Advance Mobile Meat Slaughter and Processing in Ohio 
and Central Appalachia
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Recipient: Natural Capital Investment Fund
Award Amount: $456,000.00 

Adapting Value Chain Coordination to Enhance Market Opportunities
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And Onward: ARFBC
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