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A region characterized by diverse
climate & agricultural systems

• 250+ commercial crops
• 5.8 million acres dryland 
• 1.2 million acres irrigated 
• 42.9 million acres livestock



Accumulated Evapotranspiration (in) for Jul-01 to 
Jul-31-2013 – WSU Ag Weather Net



Emerging climate challenges for producers
• Longer growing seasons and frost-free periods
• Increased heat and snow drought stress
• Changing biotic stressors

1971 - 2000 2040 - 2069 under RCP 8.5





21st century farmers are experienced in managing a 
dynamic system with multiple uncertainties



Do Northwest farmers perceive 
climate change to be a risk?

Yorgey et.al. 2014



Do NW farmers think they can adapt 
to climate change?

Yorgey et.al. 2014





The Oregonian





Managing for the future with growing 
condition analogs



Securing Water for 
Agriculture

Yorgey et.al. 2012
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