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Why care about our Forests



Polar bear with cub ©Robert M. Griffith 

The mission of The Nature 
Conservancy is to conserve the lands 
and waters upon which all life 
depends.



The Nature Conservancy is a leading global 
conservation organization with a mission to protect 
the lands and waters on which all life depends.

Our strength starts with our team:

Our Team



Discuss Today: 
TNC links- Towards Shared Stewardship

1. Protecting Lands and Waters, including 
stewardship

2. Climate Change Mitigation and 
Adaptation - Natural Climate Solutions

3. Living with Fire

4. Urban Greening and forestry



Price Lake, Grandfather Mountain, North Carolina

“Preserve the core and stimulate progress.”

Tom Tierney, TNC Board Chair

Protection means designating a clearly defined geographical space, 
recognized, dedicated and managed, through legal or other effective 
means, to achieve the long-term conservation of nature with associated 
ecosystem services and cultural values.

Derived from IUCN definition

Save Great Places: Protect Land and Water



TNC’s own forestry program,
all FSC certified
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Restoring America’s Forests team
2016 Flagstaff, Arizona
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“In the West, whiskey’s for drinkin’,
and water’s for fightin’ over!”

- Mark Twain



The role of FORESTS in securing CLEAN WATER

1
1

Our forests store and filter half our nation’s water supply.

Over 124 million people rely upon our forests for their drinking water.



OUR SOLUTION

1
2THE NATURE CONSERVANCY$2 Billion in new revenue streams for forest restoration over the next five 

years.  

Securing Clean Water
Transforming public funding  for forests and water 
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Asian Longhorn 
Beetle

Emerald 
Ash Borer

Hemlock 
Wooly Adelgid

Soybean Aphid

Asian 
Long Horn 
Beetle

Emerald Ash borer

Sirex Woodwasp

What bugs you?



Forests Help Climate

U.S. Forests 
currently 
capture 
15% of the 
nation’s 
fossil fuel 
carbon 
emissions

Keeping Forests as Forests  is best way 
to reduce green house gases

Woodall, CW, et al. 2015. The U.S. Forest Carbon Accounting Framework: Stocks and Stock 
change, 1990-2016. Gen. Tech. Rep. NRS-154. Newtown Square, PA: U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern Research Station   see abstract 
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Natural Climate Solutions Pathways, US max NCS potential = 1.3 Pg CO2e yr-1

Fargione et al  SCIENCE ADVANCES  Nov 2018 



Longleaf pine

Reforestation is critical pathway to 
Natural Climate Solutions
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Helping Forests adapt to climate change 
results in long term climate change mitigation

More
forests
need 
restoration 
treatments



Our  Forests  are  At-Risk

1
8THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

http://terrain.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/gregory-infographic.jpg


Our 
FORESTS 
are at risk

1
9

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

http://terrain.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/gregory-infographic.jpg


WORKING TOGETHER FOR OVER 16 YEARS

TO INCREASE THE CAPACITY AND SOCIAL CAPITAL NEEDED TO MAKE ECOSYSTEMS AND 
COMMUNITIES MORE RESILIENT TO WILDFIRE. OUR PARTNERSHIP SUPPORTS EFFECTIVE 
LEARNING NETWORKS, TRAINING, CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TARGETED COLLABORATIVE 

PROJECTS ON THE GROUND

Living With 
Fire



Living With 
Fire



LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
COORDINATION

IMPLEMENTATION 
PROJECTS WITH 
PARTNERS

LEARNING 
EXCHANGES & 
WORKSHOPS

ENGAGEMENT WITH 
STATE OFFICIALS

Living With Fire



+
FIRE ADAPTED 

COMMUNITIES-NET 
Affiliate Membership

 Who joins?
 Individuals and organizations 
 Fire departments
 Conservation districts
 Non-profits
 Firewise/FAC councils and 

coordinating groups 

 Perks of joining:
 Connect with others
 Access 



THIS IS WHAT 
CO-

MANAGEMENT 
LOOKS LIKE!

WKRP (FLN)

KLAMATH & YUROK TREX

CULTURAL FIRE MGMT 
COUNCIL & IPBN 

FAC NET MEMBERS



TNC North America Priority Strategy –Transforming the City Landscape

OBJECTIVE: 
Enhance quality and quantity of open space in cities and ensure the long term 

health of urban socio-ecological systems, with particular attention to communities 
who lack quality open space and are most vulnerable to climate change

Cities



North American Priorities – Forest Priority: Restore America’s Forests

New
Opportunity

For
Forest 

Conservation
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USDA
Joint

Chiefs
Landscape

Restoration
Partnership
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Broad

Effective 

Influential

II.  Building Coalitions & Collaboration

Russ Hoeflich
Congressman 
Greg Walden
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III. Reform public policy

USDA FACA Committee on Forest 
Planning, 2013

Senate Hearing 2013

Biodiversity and Forest Plans



Monday, September 7, 2015
AAEC Ref Num: 144662

http://editorialcartoonists.com/cartoon/display.cfm/144662/

http://editorialcartoonists.com/cartoon/display.cfm/144662/


North American Priorities – Forest Priority: Restore America’s Forests

IV. Communications 
& Education

CNN filming 
prescribed burn on 
Apalachicola Bluffs 
Longleaf Pine site, Florida
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OktoberForest 2016
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“God has cared for these trees, saved them from 
drought, disease, avalanches, and a thousand 
tempests and floods.  But he cannot save them 
from fools.

—John Muir

Discussion
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What’s 
Next ?
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