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Road to Expansion

Commodity Prices Coordinated and 
better

Hurricane, flooding 
and freezes

Better products Genetics lead the 
way

Weather Price Crop 
Insurance Equipment Varieties
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Hurricane Season 2020
Graphic by

Dan Swenson



Hurricane 
Betsey
Air Force 1 – LBJ

September 9, 1965



Why is the sugarcane acreage in 
Louisiana increasing?

• Sugarcane is a resilient crop for 
a harsh climate





Source:  NASS, USDA.
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Need a good picture









Storm Surge Iberia Parish - Ricky Gonsoulin

Seed Cane Water Level

Newly Planted











Who doesn’t like improved stubbling ability?
Ho 07-613 vs L 01-283



Country Plant-cane First Stubble Second Stubble Third and 
Older Stubble

Louisiana 1947 40 40 20

Louisiana 2020 26 26 26 22

Crop Cycles for Different Countries
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Country Plant-cane First Stubble Second Stubble Third and 
Older Stubble

Louisiana 1947 40 40 20

Louisiana 2020 26 26 26 22
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Mauritius Average crop cycle length is 12 years.

South Africa Varieties that cannot make 10 ratoon crops are not preferred by growers.

Crop Cycles for Different Countries



Factors Affecting Stubbling Ability

 Manual vs. Mechanized Harvest



Factors Affecting Stubbling Ability

 Variety Factor



Breeding Sugarcane for Better 
Yield and Longer Crop Cycles



Some Facts about Breeding Programs

• The goal of sugarcane breeding programs is to improve yield, protect 
yield, and solve problems.

• New varieties are outliers, anomalies, genetic exceptions, rogue.

• Selection, within the framework of a variety development program, 
is the intentional pursuit of the exception.



Breeding Strategies
• Introgression (Basic Breeding)

• The value of the basic breeding program to Louisiana cannot be 
overstated.

• How do we leverage the basic breeding programs for future success?

LCP 
85-384
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HoCP96-540 L 01-299
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Final Thoughts

What gives growers confidence to expand acreage?

Good varieties

Good price
Institutions in place to keep it going
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