
 
 
   

 
Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:10 a.m. EDT (NOAA) 

 

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Thursday - March 18, 2021 
 In the West, rain and high-elevation snow showers associated with a new Pacific storm system are spreading inland, 

mainly across northern California.  Dry weather prevails across the remainder of the West.  According to the California 
Department of Water Resources, recent storminess has boosted the average water equivalency of the Sierra Nevada 
snowpack to nearly 17 inches, well short of the normal peak seasonal accumulation of 28 inches.  

 
 On the Plains, conditions across the southern half of the region are gradually improving, following recent rain, snow,  

and wind.  However, cool, breezy conditions linger throughout the central and southern Plains.  Meanwhile, mild, dry 
weather covers the northern Plains.  Today’s high temperatures could approach 70°F in parts of central Montana. 

 
 In the Corn Belt, rain is falling this morning from Missouri to Ohio.  Precipitation has begun to mix with (or change to) 

snow in parts of Missouri, where significant lowland flooding is occurring in portions of the Grand and Blackwater River 
basins.  Meanwhile, mild weather across the upper Midwest is melting snow that fell during a mid-month storm.  Snow 
remains on the ground, however, in southern Minnesota and portions of neighboring states. 

 
 In the South, a low-pressure system crossing the Ohio Valley is producing a variety of weather conditions.  Early today, 

locally severe thunderstorms in the vicinity of a cold front extend from the Ohio Valley southward to western Florida.  
Farther west, recovery efforts are underway following Wednesday’s powerful thunderstorms, which were most heavily 
concentrated across Alabama and Mississippi.  Elsewhere, rain has changed to snow across parts of the Ozark Plateau. 

 
Outlook:  The storm system currently crossing the Ohio Valley will reach the mid-Atlantic Coast on Friday.  Additional rain-
fall along and near the path of the low-pressure system could reach 1 to 2 inches.  As the storm departs, some areas—mainly in 
the Northeast—may experience a period of accumulating snow.  Farther west, a pair of Pacific storms will move inland across 
the Northwest during the next several days, with precipitation falling as far south as central California and the Intermountain 
West.  Early next week, the second of the two Pacific storms will begin to intensify across the nation’s mid-section, where 
widespread precipitation (rain and snow) should develop.  Notably, central portions of the Rockies and High Plains may 
receive another round of snow.  The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for March 23 – 27 calls for the likelihood of near- or below-
normal temperatures from the Pacific Coast to the Plains, while warmer-than-normal weather will prevail from the Mississippi 
Valley eastward.  Meanwhile, below-normal precipitation across Florida’s peninsula and the Far West should contrast with 
wetter-than-normal weather across the remainder of the country, including central and southern sections of the Rockies and 
Plains and much of the eastern half of the U.S.  
Contact:  Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397) 
Web Site:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/TODAYSWX.pdf 
  

Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist. 
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products. 
The next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Friday, April 9.  On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EDT. 


