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Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:10 a.m. EST (NOAA) 

 

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Friday - December 12, 2025 
• In the West, parts of western Washington are still contending with major to historic flooding.  The Skagit River near 

Mount Vernon, Washington, achieved a record crest early today, 9.73 feet above flood stage, surpassing the November 
1990 high-water mark by 0.36 foot.  A November 1990 record crest (8.50 feet above flood stage) was also topped along 
the Snohomish River at Snohomish, Washington, where the river rose 9.15 feet above flood stage on Wednesday.  Mild, 
dry weather covers the remainder of the West, from Oregon and California to the central and southern Rockies. 

 
• On the Plains, extreme cold is returning across much of Montana and the Dakotas.  Today’s maximum temperatures will 

broadly remain below 0°F in northeastern Montana and northern North Dakota.  Warmth lingers, however, across the 
southern Plains, where dry weather the last couple of weeks has followed beneficial November rainfall. 

 
• In the Corn Belt, cool but mostly tranquil weather prevails between storm systems.  However, snow is falling in a few 

areas, including the upper Great Lakes region.  Parts of the northern Corn Belt have experienced a continuous snow 
cover for more than 2 weeks, since late November, along with persistently cold weather. 

   
• In the South, light snow is affecting the northern tier of the region, including parts of Kentucky and southern Virginia.  

Dry weather across the remainder of the South favors farm maintenance and late-season fieldwork.  Above-normal 
temperatures have returned west of the Mississippi Delta, where today’s high temperatures will range from 70 to 80°F, 

 
Outlook:  A brief break from heavy rain should allow flooding to soon subside in the Pacific Northwest, although a new round 
of significant precipitation will arrive on Monday.  Meanwhile, a pair of fast-moving “clipper” systems will produce stripes of 
mostly light snow from the northern Plains into portions of the middle and northern Atlantic States.  Snow squalls downwind 
of the Great Lakes will continue into early next week.  Frigid air trailing the “clipper” storms will peak on Sunday and Monday, 
with temperatures falling below -20°F in the Red River Valley of the North and neighboring areas.  Readings below 0°F should 
occur as far south as northern Missouri (on Sunday) and the Ohio River (on Monday).  In stark contrast, unusual warmth will 
cover much of the West, with significantly above-normal temperatures spreading as far east as the Plains early next week.  
Additionally, dry weather will prevail across the southern half of the U.S., aside from a few showers from the western Gulf 
Coast region into the Carolinas.  The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for December 17 – 21 calls for the likelihood of warmer-than-
normal weather nationwide, except for near- or below-normal temperatures along the Canadian border from northern 
Montana into the upper Great Lakes region.  Meanwhile, below-normal precipitation across much of the Southwest, central 
and southern Plains, Gulf Coast region, and southern Atlantic States should contrast with wetter-than-normal weather across 
the North, as well as northern and central California and much of the Great Basin.  
Contact:  Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397) 
Web Site:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/TODAYSWX.pdf 
  

Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist. 
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products. 
Next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Monday, January 12, 2026.  On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am ET. 
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