
 
 
 
   

 
Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:10 a.m. EDT (NOAA) 

 

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Thursday - May 25, 2023 
 In the West, showers remain active across the northern Intermountain West and northern Rockies.  Runoff from the rain, 

combined with melting of high-elevation snowpack, continues to result in some river flooding.  In southern Idaho, the 
Portneuf River at Pocatello—at its highest level since May 1984—continues to slowly rise. 

 
 On the Plains, warm, dry weather in the Dakotas favors the emergence and growth of late-planted summer crops.  Mean-

while, scattered showers and thunderstorms are affecting the High Plains from Montana to western Texas.  The High 
Plains’ rainfall—although accompanied by scattered reports of high winds and large hail—continues to chip away at long-
term drought and is providing beneficial moisture for rangeland, pastures, immature winter grains, and spring-sown crops. 

 
 In the Corn Belt, scattered frost was noted this morning in the upper Great Lakes region and parts of Michigan.  

Throughout the region, cool, dry weather favors planting of any remaining corn and soybean acreage.  However, topsoil 
moisture shortages are becoming more apparent.  According to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor, the portion of the nine-
state Midwestern region experiencing abnormal dryness or drought increased from 22 to 27% between May 16 and 23. 

 
 In the South, rain has largely shifted offshore, although spotty showers linger across Florida.  The return of dry weather 

favors Southeastern fieldwork, which has been periodically delayed.  By May 21 in Georgia, for example, planting for 
both peanuts (59% planted) and cotton (51%) was 6 percentage points behind the state’s respective 5-year averages. 

 
Outlook:  Another round of frosty conditions may occur on Friday morning, mainly from the Great Lakes region into northern 
New England.  As high pressure shifts eastward, a Midwestern and Northeastern warming trend will commence during the 
Memorial Day weekend, although mostly dry weather will persist.  Farther south, however, a low-pressure system is expected 
to move inland during the weekend across the Carolinas, leading to potentially heavy rain.  Southern Atlantic totals could 
reach 1 to 3 inches as far north as southern Virginia, with much higher amounts possible in the coastal Carolinas.  In contrast, 
dry weather will prevail during the next 5 days in the Mississippi Valley and the Southwest.  However, another area of rain will 
affect the High Plains and northern Rockies, with 5-day totals possibly reaching 1 to 3 inches from Montana and the western 
Dakotas southward into eastern New Mexico and western Texas.  Scattered showers will also continue across northern 
sections of the Great Basin and Intermountain West.  The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for May 30 – June 3 calls for the 
likelihood of near- or above-normal temperatures and precipitation across most of the country.  Cooler-than-normal conditions 
should be confined to an area stretching from southern California to the southern High Plains, while drier-than-normal 
weather should be limited to western Washington and an area stretching from the Great Lakes region to New England. 
 
Contact:  Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397) 
Web Site:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/TODAYSWX.pdf 
  

Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist. 
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products. 
Next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Friday, June 9.  On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EDT. 


