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Satellite image ith enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:10 a.m. EST (AA)
Agricultural Weather Highlights — Friday - August 14, 2026

e In the West, cloudiness and scattered showers prevail, except in the Pacific Coast States. Any showers are aiding wildfire
containment efforts, although an elevated fire threat persists in parts of the Northwest due to the possibility of lightning
strikes without the benefit of rain. Except in the Pacific Northwest, temperatures have temporarily fallen to near- or
below-normal levels for this time of year.

e On the Plains, cool, showery weather across the northern half of the region is slowing fieldwork but benefiting drought-
stressed rangeland, pastures, and immature summer crops. In stark contrast, blazing heat and mostly dry conditions
continue through a fourth consecutive week across the southern Plains, extending as far north as southern and eastern
Kansas, with cascading adverse impacts on cattle, rangeland, and rain-fed summer crops.

e Inthe Corn Belt, thunderstorms are battering areas from eastern Nebraska to Ohio with heavy rain and gusty winds. For
some areas, including east-central Indiana, rain is falling in river basins already experiencing significant flooding from
earlier downpours. Still, much of the Midwestern rain, which to date has generally not reached the northern tier of the
Corn Belt, is benefiting corn and soybeans that weathered a warmer- and drier-than-normal July.

e  In the South, hot, dry weather from the western Gulf Coast region to the Mississippi Delta is hastening summer crop
maturation and promoting fieldwork. Hot weather has also spread into the Southeast, where daily thundershowers are
providing limited and localized relief.

Outlook: Tropical Storm Lala, currently centered less than 500 miles east-southeast of Hilo, Hawaii, is expected to become a
hurricane before passing over, or just south, of the Big Island on Saturday. Storm-total rainfall should reach 8 to 12 inches
(with isolated totals greater than 20 inches) on Maui and the Big Island, while the remainder of the Hawaiian Islands could
receive 4 to 6 inches or more. Other impacts related to Lala may include damaging winds and a 1- to 3-foot storm surge. For
the mainland U.S., active weather will continue in the Midwest, with 5-day rainfall totals reaching 1 to 3 inches or more. In
contrast, drier conditions will develop during the weekend, with lingering showers mostly limited to the Rockies. Elsewhere,
stormy weather in the nation’s mid-section will extend as far south as the central Plains, while hot, mostly dry weather will
persist from the southern Plains to the Mississippi Delta. The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for August 19 — 23 calls for the
likelihood of above-normal temperatures and near- or above-normal rainfall across much of the country. Near-normal
temperatures will be confined to the nation’s northern tier, from the upper Great Lakes region to northern New England,
while drier-than-normal weather should be limited to the Deep South, from much of Texas and southern Oklahoma to the
southern Atlantic Coast.

Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)
Web Site: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ TODAYSWX.pdf

Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist.
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products.
Next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Friday, Sep. 11, 2026. On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am ET.
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