
SPE-2025-04 

September 9, 2025 

MEMORANDUM FOR USDA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES 

From: Hilary Erickson 
Senior Procurement Executive 
Office of Contracting and Procurement 

Subject: Implementation of the New United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Acquisition Manual (AGAM)  

1. Purpose.  To implement the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council’s (the Council’s)
Revolutionary Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Overhaul (RFO) model deviation
text for corresponding FAR Parts, the USDA will be replacing the Contracting Desk
Book with a new USDA Acquisition Manual (AGAM).  The following Contracting Desk
Book Parts have been moved to the AGAM:

• Contracting Desk Book Part 401 is now AGAM Part 4001
• Contracting Desk Book Part 405 is now AGAM Part 4005
• Contracting Desk Book Part 406 is now AGAM Part 4006
• Contracting Desk Book Part 410 is now AGAM Part 4010
• Contracting Desk Book Part 411 is now AGAM Part 4011
• Contracting Desk Book Part 418 is now AGAM Part 4018
• Contracting Desk Book Part 426 is now AGAM Part 4026
• Contracting Desk Book Part 429 is now AGAM Part 4029
• Contracting Desk Book Part 431 is now AGAM Part 4031
• Contracting Desk Book Part 434 is now AGAM Part 4034
• Contracting Desk Book Part 435 is now AGAM Part 4035
• Contracting Desk Book Part 436 is now AGAM Part 4036
• Contracting Desk Book Part 443 is now AGAM Part 4043
• Contracting Desk Book Part 450 is now AGAM Part 4050

2. Background.  On April 15, 2025, Executive Order (E.O.) 14275 on Restoring
Common Sense to Federal Procurement was signed.  Section 2 of the E.O. establishes the
policy that the FAR “should only contain provisions required by statute or essential to
sound procurement, and any FAR provisions that do not advance these objectives should
be removed.”

To align with the latest federal acquisition standards and streamline our regulatory 
framework in accordance with the Council’s RFO model, the Agriculture Acquisition 
Regulation (AGAR) is currently undergoing revision.  As part of this effort, USDA is 
also transitioning all relevant policy content from the former Contracting Desk Book into 
the AGAR. 
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The previous Contracting Desk Book, while comprehensive, was often unwieldy and 
included numerous policy and non-policy elements that were not well-aligned with the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).  To enhance clarity, consistency, and usability, 
the AGAM will replace the Contracting Desk Book.  AGAM offers a more streamlined, 
policy-focused resource that better supports acquisition professionals in navigating 
federal requirements with confidence and efficiency. 
 
The AGAM will supplement the AGAR by providing comprehensive guidance on how to 
implement the policies outlined in the AGAR.  The AGAM will offer clear, procedural 
instructions, ensuring consistency and clarity in application.  Both the AGAR and AGAM 
are mandatory for adherence, ensuring that all acquisition activities are conducted in a 
streamlined and compliant manner. 
 
3. Instructions. 
 

• The USDA acquisition workforce shall utilize the AGAM for the Parts listed in 
this memorandum, along with mandatory templates found on the Policy Finder - 
RFO Information, Strategies, and Efficiencies website.  The new AGAM Parts 
can be found here - AGAM. 
 

• The AGAM Parts listed herein will be continually updated to correct errors, 
incorporate changes from the RFO FAR updates, and integrate additional 
procedures.  The AGAM will always reflect the most current version.  Major 
revisions will be communicated through the News feature on the Acquisition 
SharePoint Site and the USDA Acquisition Workforce Teams Channel. 
 

• Each Chief of the Contracting Office is hereby directed to immediately 
discontinue the use of any other supplemental policies or procedures pertaining to 
these Parts.  Should you identify any omissions in the new AGAM, please notify 
the Procurement Policy Branch at procurement.policy@usda.gov immediately.   

 
4. Applicability.  This memorandum applies to all USDA procurements.  
 
5. Authority.  This memorandum is issued under the authority of E.O. 14275, OMB M-
25-25, and 48 CFR Subpart 1.4 and RFO FAR 1.304. 
 
6. Effective Date.  This memorandum is effective immediately and remains in effect 
until rescinded.   
 
7. Points of Contact.  Questions regarding this memorandum may be directed to the 
Procurement Policy Branch at procurement.policy@usda.gov. 
 


