
  

  

  
 

 

    
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

 

 
 

  
  

 
 

SPE-2025-05 

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the 
Assistant Secretary 
for Administration 

Office of 
Contracting and 
Procurement 

1400 Independence 
Ave., SW 
Mailstop 9308 
Room 126-W 
Whitten Building 

Washington, DC 
20250-9308 

September 12, 2025 

MEMORANDUM FOR USDA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES 

From: Hilary Erickson 
Senior Procurement Executive 
Office of Contracting and Procurement 

Subject: USDA Acquisition Regulation (AGAR) Class Deviation in Support of 
Executive Order 14275 on Restoring Common Sense to Federal 
Procurement 

1. Purpose.  For purposes of implementing the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council’s 
(the Council’s) Revolutionary Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Overhaul (RFO) 
model deviation text for corresponding FAR Parts, this memorandum approves a class 
deviation for the following AGAR Part: 

• AGAR Part 439 

2. Background. On April 15, 2025, Executive Order (E.O.) 14275 on Restoring 
Common Sense to Federal Procurement was signed.  Section 2 of the E.O. establishes the 
policy that the FAR “should only contain provisions required by statute or essential to 
sound procurement, and any FAR provisions that do not advance these objectives should 
be removed.” 

In adherence to this policy, the AGAR is being revised to align with the latest federal 
acquisition standards and streamline our regulatory framework in accordance with the 
Council’s RFO model.  The updates include: 

• Removal of language not required by statute. 
• Elimination of duplicative or outdated language. 
• Clarification of terms and incorporation of plain language. 
• Revision of language to fit the new FAR framework. 
• Retention of language essential for agency-wide acquisition standards. 
• Standardization of policies and templates across all Contracting Activities. 

3. Instructions. 

• The USDA acquisition workforce shall follow the overhauled AGAR Part listed 
in this memorandum, along with mandatory templates found on the Policy Finder 
- RFO Information, Strategies, and Efficiencies website.  The updated AGAR Part 
can be found here - RFO AGAR. 



  
 

  
     

    
   

   
 

  
  

 
   

  
  

   
 

   
 

    
   

 
    

    
 

    
  

 

• The AGAR Part listed herein will be continually updated to correct errors, 
incorporate changes from the RFO FAR updates, and integrate additional policies. 
The RFO AGAR will always reflect the most current version. Major revisions 
will be communicated through the News feature on the Acquisition SharePoint 
Site and the USDA Acquisition Workforce Teams Channel. 

• A copy of the revised AGAR will also be made publicly available.  It will be 
updated monthly, or whenever major revisions occur. 

• Each Chief of the Contracting Office is hereby directed to immediately 
discontinue the use of any other supplemental policies or procedures pertaining to 
these AGAR Part. Should you identify any omissions in the updated AGAR, 
please notify the Procurement Policy Branch at procurement.policy@usda.gov 
immediately. 

4. Applicability. This class deviation applies to all USDA procurements. 

5. Authority. This class deviation is issued under the authority of E.O. 14275, OMB M-
25-25, and 48 CFR Subpart 1.4 and RFO FAR 1.304. 

6. Effective Date. This class deviation is effective immediately and remains in effect 
until rescinded or incorporated into the AGAR. 

7. Points of Contact. Questions regarding this class deviation may be directed to the 
Procurement Policy Branch at procurement.policy@usda.gov. 
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