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PURPOSE 
This plan meets the requirements in the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Memorandum M-25-05 concerning public 
data assets. 

In line with the Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018 (Evidence Act), the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) is dedicated to expanding the quality and volume of our Open Data Catalog to make USDA data findable, 
accessible, interoperable, and reusable (FAIR). 

BACKGROUND 
USDA’s commitment to FAIR data is guided in part by the OPEN Government Data Act, Title II of the Evidence Act, which calls for 
increased transparency and accessibility of government data and establishes guidelines for data accessibility. Pursuant to the 
requirements of this Act, USDA publishes an inventory of data assets on Data.gov with links to publicly accessible USDA data. 
In addition to this Act, USDA follows OMB M-25-05, which outlines additional steps to expand data availability and accessibility. 

USDA’s commitment to open data is evident in our curation of metadata for over 2,800 data sets on Data.gov as of July 
2025. The USDA Open Data Catalog, published at www.USDA.gov/data, supports open data practices at USDA with improved 
discoverability and interoperability for both department staff and public users. USDA seeks to further improve the Open Data 
Catalog by standardizing, formalizing, and improving open data processes for the benefit of our overall data management 
maturity. 

This Open Data Plan includes a roadmap of USDA’s current objectives, activities, and plans to increase data accessibility and 
availability. 

USDA OPEN DATA GOALS 
USDA’s vision is to enable effective data sharing and provide internal and external stakeholders with deeper insights, value, and 
transparency. USDA’s vision and goals are underpinned by the FAIR principles and elaborated upon in “Goal 4: Open Data” of 
the USDA Data Strategy. To achieve this vision, we will: 

1. Centralize and inventory data assets,
2. Improve access to data across USDA,
3. Regularly review data assets by creating a process for updating metadata and fixing broken links, prioritizing key public
data assets, and
4. Identify additional high-value data to bring into USDA’s Enterprise Data Analytics Platform and Toolset (EDAPT).
5. Develop a knowledgeable and skilled data-sharing workforce.
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http://www.USDA.gov/data
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fy-2024-2026-usda-data-strategy.pdf


AGENCY DATA REQUIREMENTS 
This plan responds to the requirements of OMB M-25-05 section 6, AGENCY DATA REQUIREMENTS: OPEN DATA PLAN. 

1. Data Collection Processes for Open Formats
2. Data Usage Information
3. Collaboration with Data Users
4. Open Data Point of Contact
5. Improvement Processes
6. Open Data Goal Requirements
7. Prioritizing Public Data Asset Review
8. Compliance Status
9. Updating the Strategic Information Resources Management Plan

The current and planned actions outlined in this plan also align with requirements in OMB M-25-05 section 4, AGENCY 
REQUIREMENTS THAT APPLY TO ALL DATA ASSETS, and section 5, REQUIREMENTS THAT APPLY TO ALL PUBLIC DATA ASSETS, 
of OMB M-25-05. 

1. DATA COLLECTION PROCESSES FOR OPEN FORMATS
Vision 
USDA will encourage the collection of data in an open format, using digital collection mechanisms, by default. 

Ongoing Activities 
• Develop a Data Release Checklist that mandates data owners save public data assets in a machine-readable, open format

for release on Data.gov (e.g.,  JSON, XML, CSV/TXT, KML/KMZ, ESRI Shapefile).
• Coordinate ongoing and planned metadata management efforts across Mission Areas, Departmental Administration and

Staff Offices (DASO), and the Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO) through Metadata Management Plans to better
serve stakeholders that have use for USDA data, fulfill compliance with the Evidence Act, and maintain a Departmental
catalog with our most valuable data sets.

• Maintain data in an open format.
• Maintain public data assets as open Government data assets with an open license and make discoverable via Data.gov

Out-Year Plans 
• Develop requirements and guidelines for data collection in open formats, under an open license, to increase the accessibility

and utility of public data assets.
• Assess active data collection methods for any lack of open format usage.
• Inventory tools currently in use which promote data collection in open formats to support machine-readable public data

assets.
• Increase data literacy so the USDA workforce understands the value of open data and is empowered to implement open

data policies and processes.
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2. DATA USAGE INFORMATION
Vision 
USDA collects and analyzes information about data asset usage by internal and external users. 

Out-Year Plans 
• Analyze metrics on usage of USDA data sets available via Data.gov/metrics and validate a link to Data.gov is easily accessible

through the USDA Open Data webpage.
• Identify other top priority data dissemination points in addition to Data.gov and develop a plan to track key usage metrics.
• Identify key data sources not in EDAPT based in part on data asset usage statistics, including those aligned to prioritized

USDA strategic initiatives and reviews including Learning Agendas, and develop a plan to bring that data into EDAPT, with the
goal of improving access to data, taking advantage of economies of scale, and making analytics work more efficient.

• Update the USDA Open Data Catalog website to show data set usage metrics for user awareness.

3. COLLABORATION WITH DATA USERS
Vision 
USDA expands the use of public data assets by facilitating engagement and collaboration between the Agency and public. 

Ongoing Activities 
• Intake and resolve open data challenges shared with the OpenData@usda.gov email address and post this email address on

the USDA Open Data webpage as a contact for external users.
• Increase adoption of the Tableau Open Data Platform, which currently hosts 620 public dashboards with over 5.4 million

views as of June, 2025.
• Continue to support Mission Area-level public data sharing including the Ag Data Commons, Ag Census Data, Rural Data

Gateway, Agricultural Transportation Open Data Platform, and the public-facing data visualization page on the Food and
Nutrition Services website. 

Out-Year Plans 
• Improve data access by collaborating with stakeholders to develop a tracker and toolkit to facilitate faster and more

streamlined access to data, including template data sharing agreements, material transfer agreements and memorandums
of understanding (MOUs).

• Increase awareness of open data assets for use by our federal, state, and local government partners, civic tech, public policy
organizations, and other external organizations.

• Promote the use of multiple data sharing formats where appropriate, such as the use of Application Programming Interfaces
(APIs), and encourage registration of USDA data on https://api.data.gov.

• Assess processes for soliciting public commentary and requests for additional data access.
• Make key USDA data and AI resources available to K-12 educators on our USDA data webpage.
• Collaborate with the USDA Freedom of Information (FOIA) Office to identify frequently requested data and consider relevant

data sets for publication on the USDA Open Data Catalog and data.gov.
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https://api.data.gov


4. OPEN DATA POINT OF CONTACT 
Ongoing Activities 
• The Chief Data and AI Officer will serve as USDA’s Open Data Point of Contact, monitoring the OpenData@usda.gov inbox 

and working with key data stakeholders, which could include USDA Assistant Chief Data Officers and Assistant Chief AI Officers, 
to make additional data assets available internally and externally. Additional information regarding open data resources will 
be maintained on the USDA Open Data website, www.USDA.gov/data, and within the Federal Data Catalog, found at 
Data.gov. 

Out-Year Plans 
• Maintain the OpenData@usda.gov inbox to track communications from the public and continually update internal intake 

processes to quickly prioritize and reply to requests related to existing or potential new public data assets. 

5. IMPROVEMENT PROCESSES 
Vision 
USDA will assess and improve the data quality of its open Government data assets, including the timeliness, completeness, 
consistency, accuracy, usefulness, and availability of these data assets. 

Ongoing Activities 
• Work with data stewards and owners to continuously improve data quality, in part through the Data Quality and Management 

Measurement Frameworks created by Mission Areas, Departmental and Staff Offices (DASO), and the Office of the Chief 
Information Officer (OCIO), which outline critical data sets for metadata management and data sharing priorities. 

• Define roles and responsibilities for data owners and stewards. 
• Diminish information silos and increase data accessibility in line with Executive Order 14243. 

Out-Year Plans 
• Develop required trainings for data owners and stewards. 
• Implement data quality tools and processes that improve data quality for our most critical datasets. 
• Maintain and validate the accuracy and quality of open data assets, including USDA data on USDA websites, the Open Data 

Platform, and other public data assets. 
• Create a process to regularly review and update data and links that are broken/out-of-date, prioritizing key public data 

assets. 
• Work with data domain executive sponsors to develop a template for and publish a data management plan. 
• Create a standard process to make data assets publicly available that outlines required documentation and reviews. 
• Audit the USDA Open Data Catalog on data.gov annually and work with data owners to verify the accuracy of their data sets 

and published metadata. 
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6. OPEN DATA GOAL REQUIREMENTS 
Vision 
USDA fosters an innovative information technology environment and maintains a skilled workforce to encourage and facilitate 
open data sharing. 

Ongoing Activities 
• Comply with Data.gov reporting requirements by maintaining the USDA Open Data Catalog, which hosts publicly available 

data sets, and updating this Catalog annually. 
• Maintain and strengthen the Data Stewardship Community of Practice (CoP) and other groups, including those focused on 

data science, engineering, and data visualization, to support increased public data sharing. 
• Continue to support the USDA All Access site that hosts dashboards available to all USDA employees and promotes internal 

data sharing. 

Out-Year Plans 
• Continue to centralize and inventory priority data assets by domain area to make sharing data with internal and external 

stakeholders more efficient. 
• Support data sharing across the Agency to promote data-driven decision making. 

7. PRIORITIZING PUBLIC DATA ASSET REVIEW 
Vision 
USDA reviews data assets for potential publication on Data.gov by considering their importance to the public and their sensitivity. 

Ongoing Activities 
• Address requests for public data assets submitted to OpenData@usda.gov. 
• Identify public data assets to further disseminate for public benefit and evaluate those data sets for publication at Data.gov, 

considering public interest, national security, privacy, and confidentiality before disseminating public data assets. 
• Update the USDA Open Data Catalog on Data.gov when new public data assets are made available, validating all present and 

future data assets are captured in accordance with USDA standards. 

Out-Year Plans 
• Promote external data sharing and explore potential partnerships with privacy groups and the Chief Information Security 

Officer to enhance data privacy and protection of open data assets. 
• Create standards to prioritize data assets for public dissemination in coordination with USDA’s FOIA Office. 
• Work with USDA stakeholders to determine additional potential public data assets. 

 

   
  
  

  
   

 

   
 
  

 

 
    

 
   

   

   
 
 
  

6 

https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/reports-and-data/data/usda-open-data-catalog
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8. COMPLIANCE STATUS
Vision 
USDA complies with all OMB M-25-05 and 44 U.S.C. § 3511 requirements when disseminating a public data asset pursuant to 
the Evidence Act. 

Ongoing Activities 
• Manage the collection of JSON and XML files for the USDA Open Data Catalog, hosted on https://www.usda.gov/sites/

default/files/documents/data.json and submitted to Data.gov.

Out-Year Plans 
• Continue to prioritize the entry of key metadata from across every Mission Area and Departmental Administration / Staff

Office in the USDA Open Data Catalog and create a review process to allow key datasets to be shared more widely.
Confirm the public release of data assets is lawful, appropriate, and conscious of data privacy requirements, working with
USDA’s Chief FOIA Officer, Senior Agency Official for Privacy, Chief Information Officer, General Counsel, Statistical Official,
program staff, and other relevant Agency officials to verify this status.

9. UPDATING THE STRATEGIC INFORMATION RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLAN
Out-Year Plans 
• Work with key stakeholders within USDA to maintain an Information Resources Management (IRM) Strategic Plan, per OMB

Circular A-130, and post it on www.USDA.gov/data, updating annually.
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Appendix A: Definitions 

Recorded information, regardless of form or the media on which the (44 U.S.C. § 3502)5Data 
data is recorded. 

Data Asset A collection of data elements or data sets that may be grouped together. (44 U.S.C. § 3502) 

Federal Data Catalog 

Machine-readable 

Metadata 

Open Data 

Open Format 

Open Government 
Data Asset 

Open License 

Public Data Asset 

A centralized public online interface dedicated to sharing U.S. government 
data assets with the public; maintained by GSA and available through 
Data.gov. 

Data in a format that can be easily processed by a computer without 
human intervention while ensuring no semantic meaning is lost. 

Structural or descriptive information about data such as content, 
format, source, rights, accuracy, provenance, frequency, periodicity, 
granularity, publisher or responsible party, contact information, method 
of collection, and other descriptions. 

Publicly available data structured in a way that enables the data to be 
fully discoverable and usable by end users. 

A file format for storing digital data where the format is platform 
independent and machine-readable and is maintained (A) at no cost 
to the public; and (B) with no restrictions on copying, publishing, 
distributing, transmitting, citing, or adapting such a format. 

A public data asset that is— 
· machine-readable; 
· available (or could be made available) in an open format; 
· not encumbered by restrictions, other than intellectual property

rights, including under titles 17 and 35, that would impede the use or
reuse of such asset; and 

· based on an underlying open standard that is maintained by a
standards organization. 

A legal guarantee that a data asset is made available— 
· at no cost to the public; and 
· with no restrictions on copying, publishing, distributing, transmitting,

citing, or adapting such asset. 

A data asset, or part thereof, maintained by the Federal Government 
that has been, or may be, released to the public, including any data 
asset, or part thereof, subject to disclosure under section 552 of title 5. 

(OMB M-25-05) 

(44 U.S.C. § 3502) 

(44 U.S.C. § 3502) 

(OMB M-13-13) 

(OMB M-25-05) 

(44 U.S.C. § 3502) 

(44 U.S.C. § 3502) 

(44 U.S.C. § 3502) 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/M-25-05-Phase-2-Implementation-of-the-Foundations-for-Evidence-Based-Policymaking-Act-of-2018-Open-Government-Data-Access-and-Management-Guidance.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-1999-title44-section3502&num=0&edition=1999
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-1999-title44-section3502&num=0&edition=1999
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-1999-title44-section3502&num=0&edition=1999
https://Data.gov

