
 
A Pithy Pixilated Pineapple Pageant 
 

Gary Crawford: [00:00:00] And now once again almost live from the Agriculture Department's 

Farm--well barely alive anyway the farmers market on the Mall in Washington D.C. We are in the 

infamous Veg-U-cation Tent with Veg-U-cator Kayla Johnson who is showing shoppers and 

tourists here all about what?.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:00:15] Pineapples!  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:00:15] Not bad.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:00:16] But you see I'm sorry I already chose this beautiful ballad about 

pineapples to open with.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:00:24] Now you think that that sounds better than what you were singing. 

Yeah you're right yours is better.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:00:30] If all else fails be a singer.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:00:33] No no, no, your rise to stardom has to be postponed as you tell us all 

about pineapples. Now when I hear that word I automatically hear in my.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:00:44] They're not indigenous to Hawaii at all. They actually originated in 

Central and South America.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:00:51] And you know we found out that these days Hawaii only produces 

maybe two tenths of one percent of our pineapples. Most come from South and Central America, 

Puerto Rico, some in Florida and of course you know Kayla. You are falsely advertising this is the 

Veg-U-cation Tent and pineapples are fruits. Admit it false advertising! False! I broke you down 

now. What kind of plants produce these huge fruits.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:01:14] They're bromeliad.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:01:15] They are what?  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:01:17] Bromeliad.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:01:18] Sorry to hear. That sounds like a disease. It's got bromeliad.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:01:22] Yes. So if ever look at a pineapple and you see the top leaves. That is 

how the plant captures water. So most plants you know will capture water from its roots but 

pineapples actually catch it from the top so that's a defining characteristic of bromeliad.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:01:38] Okay and the plant looks to me like a big yucca type of plant. Big 

spiny leaves and a central stalk coming out of it with a flower that then produces the fruit. Is that 

about it.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:01:50] Exactly.  

 



Gary Crawford: [00:01:50] Close enough. I know you've had some trouble out here a while back 

convincing people to like asparagus and micro greens and such. No trouble today. Right? 

Everybody loves pineapple.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:01:59] For the most part.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:02:01] For the most part you get some people that are anti-pineapples?  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:02:05] Yeah sometimes. They said it makes their tongue hurt. They think 

they're allergic. Actually there is an enzyme. Inside of pineapples that breaks down meat. So when 

we eat pineapples in large quantities it can kind of make your tongue hurt, so people think I'm 

allergic to pineapples but really that's how they protect themselves from predators.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:02:28] It protects the people from predators?.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:02:32] The plant from predators.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:02:33] OK finally the name pineapple one story is that when European 

explorers came over here and saw this thing.  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:02:38] They're like It looks like a pine cone but the interior is like an apple. So 

I'm just gonna call it a pineapple.  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:02:46] Yeah that story is good as any I guess. Next time, how to buy the best 

pineapple. Store them in some interesting ways to serve those, Kayla?  

 

Kayla Johnson: [00:02:54] Pineapples!  

 

Gary Crawford: [00:02:56] Right. In Washington Gary Crawford for the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture.  

 


