
 

   
 

   

 
 

 

   

   

   

   

     

     

   

 
  

  

 
  

  

      

 
  

  

 
  

  

  
  

  

    
 

  
 

 

   
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

   
    
 

 
 

 

National Organic Program Handbook: Guidance and Instructions for 
Accredited Certifying Agents and Certified Operations 

Title Document Date 

Manual del Programa Nacional Orgánico 
(NOP Handbook in Spanish) 

9/16/2015 

Introduction 1100 3/20/2024 

2024 NOP Program Handbook Update 1100-4 3/20/2024 

Section A. Standards Document Date 

Processed Animal Manure in Organic Crop Production NOP 5006 7/22/2011 

Reassessed Inert Ingredients | Notice to Petitioners NOP 5008 7/22/2011 

Approval of Liquid Fertilizers for Use in Organic Production NOP 5012 7/22/2011 

Certification of Organic Yeast NOP 5014 7/22/2011 

Guidance: Natural Resources and Biodiversity Conservation | 
Response to Comments 

NOP 5020 1/15/2016 

Compost and Vermicompost in Organic Crop Production | 
Response to Comments 

NOP 5021 7/22/2011 

Wild Crop Harvesting | Response to Comments NOP 5022 7/22/2011 

Guidance: Substances Used in Post-Harvest Handling of 
Organic Products | Response to Comments 

NOP 5023 1/15/2016 

Commingling and Contamination Prevention in Organic 
Production and Handling | Response to Comments 

NOP 5025 7/22/2011 

The Use of Chlorine Materials in Organic Production & 
Handling | Response to Comments 

NOP 5026 3/20/2024 

The Use of Kelp in Organic Livestock Feed | Response to 
Comments 

NOP 5027, 
NOP 5027-1 

2/28/2013 

Seeds, Annual Seedlings, and Planting Stock in Organic Crop 
Production | Response to Comments 

NOP 5029, 
NOP 5029-1 

2/28/2013 

Evaluating Allowed Ingredients and Sources of Vitamins and 
Minerals For Organic Livestock Feed  | Response to 
Comments 

NOP 5030, 
NOP 5030-1 

2/28/2013 

Products in the “Made With Organic ***” Labeling Category | 
Response to Comments | “Made With” Organic Labeling 
Examples 

NOP 5032, 
NOP 5032-1 

5/2/2014 

1 Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute 
or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not 

available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.

https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/na/ams/manual-del-programa-nacional-organico-nop-handbook-spanish
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/na/ams/manual-del-programa-nacional-organico-nop-handbook-spanish
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/1100/ams/introduction
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/1100-4/ams/2024-nop-program-handbook-update
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5006/ams/processed-animal-manure-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5008/ams/reassessed-inert-ingredients-notice-petitioners
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP-Notice-11-6.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5012/ams/approval-liquid-fertilizers-use-organic-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5014/ams/certification-organic-yeast
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5020/ams/guidance-natural-resources-and-biodiversity-conservation-response-comments
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP%205020-1%20Response%20to%20Comments_Final.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5021/ams/compost-and-vermicompost-organic-crop-production
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP-5021-5026-ResponsetoComments.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5022/ams/wild-crop-harvesting
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP-5021-5026-ResponsetoComments.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5023/ams/guidance-substances-used-post-harvest-handling-organic-products
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP%205023%20Post%20Harvest%20Hdlg%20Rev01.pdf
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP%205023-1%20Response%20to%20Comments%20%28final%29.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5025/ams/commingling-and-contamination-prevention-organic-production-and-handling
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/5025.pdf
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP-5021-5026-ResponsetoComments.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5026/ams/use-chlorine-materials-organic-production-handling
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/5026.pdf
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP-5021-5026-ResponsetoComments.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5027/ams/use-kelp-organic-livestock-feed
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5027-1/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5027-1/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5029-1/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5029-1/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5029-1/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5030/ams/evaluating-allowed-ingredients-and-sources-vitamins-and-minerals-organic-livestock-feed
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5030/ams/evaluating-allowed-ingredients-and-sources-vitamins-and-minerals-organic-livestock-feed
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5030-1/ams/response-comments
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/5030-1.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/attachment/ams/made-organic-labeling-examples-april-2014
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5032-1/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/attachment/ams/made-organic-labeling-examples-april-2014
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/attachment/ams/made-organic-labeling-examples-april-2014


 

   

   

  

 

 
 

 

     
 

  

 

 
 

 

    

   

   

 
  

   

    

  

    

     

    

  
  

 
 

 

   

  
 

  

   

   

   
 

  

  

Section A. Standards Document Date 

Classification of Materials | Decision Tree for Classification 
of Materials as Synthetic or Non-Synthetic  | Decision Tree 
for Classification of Agricultural and Non-Agricultural 
Materials for Organic Livestock Production or Handling  | 
Response to Comments 

NOP 5033, 
NOP 5033-1, 
NOP 5033-2 
NOP 5033-3 

12/2/2016 

Materials for Organic Crop Production | Materials for 
Organic Crop Production  | Appendix of Prohibited Materials 
for Organic Crop Production  | Response to Comments 

NOP 5034, 
NOP 5034-1, 
NOP 5034-2 
NOP 5034-3 

12/2/2016 

Section B. Certification Document Date 

The Organic Certification Process NOP 2601 3/20/2024 

Organic Certificates NOP 2603 3/20/2024 

Responsibilities of Certified Operations Changing Accredited 
Certifying Agents 

NOP 2604 3/20/2024 

Reinstating Suspended Organic Operations NOP 2605 3/20/2024 

Processing Requests for Temporary Variances NOP 2606 11/20/2015 

Unannounced Inspections NOP 2609 3/20/2024 

Sampling Procedures for Residue Testing NOP 2610 3/20/2024 

Laboratory Selection Criteria for Pesticide Residue Testing NOP 2611 11/8/2012 

Prohibited Pesticides for NOP Residue Testing NOP 2611-1 7/22/2011 

Responding to Results from Pesticide Residue Testing | 
Response to Comments 

NOP 2613, 
NOP 2613-1 

3/20/2024 

Technical Assistance NOP 2614 4/8/2013 

Organic System Plans, Organic System Plan Updates, 
and Notification of Changes 

NOP 2615 3/20/2024 

Organic Certification of Industrial Hemp Production NOP 2040 11/26/2019 

Section C. Accreditation Document Date 

Procedure – Peer Review of National Organic Program (NOP) 
Accreditation 

NOP 1031 5/12/2016 

General Accreditation Policies and Procedures NOP 2000 3/20/2024 

2 Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute 
or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not 

available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.

https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5033/ams/classification-materials
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5033-1/ams/decision-tree-classification-materials-synthetic-or-non-synthetic
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5033-1/ams/decision-tree-classification-materials-synthetic-or-non-synthetic
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5033-2/ams/decision-tree-classification-agricultural-and-non-agricultural-materials-organic-livestock
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5033-2/ams/decision-tree-classification-agricultural-and-non-agricultural-materials-organic-livestock
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5033-2/ams/decision-tree-classification-agricultural-and-non-agricultural-materials-organic-livestock
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5033-3/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5034/ams/materials-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5034-1/ams/materials-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5034-1/ams/materials-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5034-2/ams/appendix-prohibited-materials-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5034-2/ams/appendix-prohibited-materials-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5034-3/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2601/ams/organic-certification-process
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2603/ams/organic-certificates
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2604/ams/responsibilities-certified-operations-changing-accredited-certifying-agents
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2604/ams/responsibilities-certified-operations-changing-accredited-certifying-agents
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2605/ams/reinstating-suspended-organic-operations
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2606/ams/processing-requests-temporary-variances
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2609/ams/unannounced-inspections
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2610/ams/sampling-procedures-residue-testing
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2611/ams/laboratory-selection-criteria-pesticide-residue-testing
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2611-1/ams/prohibited-pesticides-nop-residue-testing
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2613/ams/responding-results-pesticide-residue-testing
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2613-1/ams/response-comments
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2614/ams/technical-assistance
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2615/ams/organic-system-plans-organic-system-plan-updates-and-notification-changes
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2615/ams/organic-system-plans-organic-system-plan-updates-and-notification-changes
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2040/ams/organic-certification-industrial-hemp-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-1031/ams/procedure-peer-review-national-organic-program-nop-accreditation
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-1031/ams/procedure-peer-review-national-organic-program-nop-accreditation
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2000/ams/general-accreditation-policies-and-procedures


 

   

 
  

    

     

   

     

   

    

   

    

     

     

   

   

   

   

    

  
  

   

    

   

 

   

   

Section C. Accreditation Document Date 

Certification File Review Checklist, Supplement for Grower 
Groups 

NOP 2005-3 5/15/2013 

Witness Audit Checklist for Grower Groups NOP 2005-5 8/25/2014 

Separation of Duties in Certification Decisions NOP 2006 4/7/2014 

Information Submission Requirements for Certifying Agents NOP 2024 3/20/2024 

Annual Report Checklist (MS Word version) NOP 2024-1 3/20/2024 

Internal Program Review Requirements NOP 2025 3/20/2024 

Personnel Performance Evaluations NOP 2027 3/20/2024 

Auditor Criteria NOP 2500 5/22/2017 

Evaluating Auditor Performance NOP 2501 12/8/2015 

Instruction – Responding to Noncompliances NOP 2608 1/13/2012 

Material Review – Interim Instruction NOP 3012 8/30/2016 

Section D. International Document Date 

No content --- ---

Section E. Compliance and Enforcement Document Date 

Enforcement of USDA Organic Regulations: Penalty Matrix NOP 4002 3/20/2024 

Who Needs to be Certified? | Questions and Answers NOP 4009 3/20/2024 

Use of Brand or Company Names Containing the Word 
“Organic” 

NOP 4012 3/20/2024 

Section F. Appeals Document Date 

Adverse Action Appeal Process NOP 4011 3/20/2024 

Section G. Policy Memos Document Date 

Accredited Certifying Agent Inspection Authority  PM 10-1 6/25/2010 

Sulfur Dioxide in Wine "Made With" Organic Fruit PM 10-2 10/31/2011 

Use of Natural Flavors PM 11-1 3/20/2024 

3 Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute 
or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not 

available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.

https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2005-3/ams/certification-file-review-checklist-supplement-grower-groups
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2005-3/ams/certification-file-review-checklist-supplement-grower-groups
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2005-5/ams/witness-audit-checklist-grower-groups
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2006/ams/separation-duties-certification-decisions
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2024/ams/information-submission-requirements-certifying-agents
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2024-1/ams/annual-report-checklist-ms-word-version
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2024-1/ams/annual-report-checklist-ms-word-version
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2025/ams/internal-program-review-requirements
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2027/ams/personnel-performance-evaluations
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2500/ams/auditor-criteria
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2501/ams/evaluating-auditor-performance
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-2608/ams/instruction-responding-noncompliances
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-3012/ams/material-review-interim-instruction
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-4002/ams/enforcement-usda-organic-regulations-penalty-matrix
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-4009/ams/who-needs-be-certified-questions-and-answers
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/qas/ams/who-needs-be-certified-questions-and-answers
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-4012/ams/use-brand-or-company-names-containing-word-organic
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-4012/ams/use-brand-or-company-names-containing-word-organic
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-4011/ams/adverse-action-appeal-process
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-10-1/ams/accredited-certifying-agent-inspection-authority
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-10-2/ams/sulfur-dioxide-wine-made-organic-fruit
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-1/ams/use-natural-flavors


 

   

 
 

  

    

   

  

 
 

  

  

   

   

  
   

  

   

   

  

    

   

 
 

  

   

   

   

 
 

 

 
 

  

     

   

   

Section G. Policy Memos Document Date 

Certification of Agricultural Products that Meet NOP 
Standards 

PM 11-2 10/31/2011 

Labeling of Alcoholic Beverages PM 11-3 12/10/2012 

Reporting Health and Safety Violations PM 11-6 10/31/2011 

Private Label Certification PM 11-7 10/31/2011 

California State Organic Program, Additional Requirements 
Granted 

PM 11-8 6/9/2020 

Grower Group Certification PM 11-10 10/31/2011 

NOP Statements: Cloning and Organic Livestock Production PM 11-11 10/31/2011 

Confinement of Poultry Flocks PM 11-12 4/3/2017 

Clarification of Existing Regulations Regarding the Use of 
Genetically Modified Organisms in Organic Agriculture 

PM 11-13 10/31/2011 

Labeling of Textiles that Contain Organic Ingredients PM 11-14 10/31/2011 

Production and Certification of Aquatic Plants PM 12-1 9/12/2012 

Placement of Certified Organic By *** Statement PM 12-2 1/9/2013 

Cell Fusion Techniques Used in Seed Production PM 13-1 2/1/2013 

Humic Acid Extraction PM 13-2 12/16/2013 

Synthetic Algicides, Disinfectants, and Sanitizers Allowed in 
Organic Crop Production 

PM 13-3 6/6/2014 

Aquatic Plant Extracts PM 14-1 3/12/2014 

Chlorine Use in Egg Breaking Facilities PM 14-2 8/5/2014 

Nanotechnology PM 15-2 3/24/2015 

Impact of Fumigation and Irradiation Requirements on 
Organic Imports 

PM 18-1 3/20/2024 

Impact of Prohibited Grain Seed Regulations on Organic 
Imports 

PM 18-2 7/31/2018 

Section H. Notices to Certifying Agents Document Date 

Neotame Not Allowed in Organic Foods Notice 11-1 1/6/2011 

Corn Steep Liquor Notice 11-3 1/31/2011 

4 Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute 
or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not 

available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.

https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-2/ams/certification-agricultural-products-meet-nop-standards
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-2/ams/certification-agricultural-products-meet-nop-standards
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-3/ams/labeling-alcoholic-beverages
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-6/ams/reporting-health-and-safety-violations
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-7/ams/private-label-certification
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-8/ams/california-state-organic-program-additional-requirements-granted
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-8/ams/california-state-organic-program-additional-requirements-granted
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-10/ams/grower-group-certification
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-11/ams/nop-statements-cloning-and-organic-livestock-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-12/ams/confinement-poultry-flocks
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-13/ams/clarification-existing-regulations-regarding-use-genetically-modified-organisms-organic-agriculture
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-13/ams/clarification-existing-regulations-regarding-use-genetically-modified-organisms-organic-agriculture
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-11-14/ams/labeling-textiles-contain-organic-ingredients
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-12-1/ams/production-and-certification-aquatic-plants
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-12-2/ams/placement-certified-organic-statement
http://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP-PM-13-1-CellFusion.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-13-2/ams/humic-acid-extraction
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-13-3/ams/synthetic-algicides-disinfectants-and-sanitizers-allowed-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-13-3/ams/synthetic-algicides-disinfectants-and-sanitizers-allowed-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-14-1/ams/aquatic-plant-extracts
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-14-2/ams/chlorine-use-egg-breaking-facilities
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-15-2/ams/nanotechnology
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-18-1/ams/impact-fumigation-and-irradiation-requirements-organic-imports
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-18-1/ams/impact-fumigation-and-irradiation-requirements-organic-imports
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-18-2/ams/impact-prohibited-grain-seed-regulations-organic-imports
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/pm-18-2/ams/impact-prohibited-grain-seed-regulations-organic-imports
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/organic-integrity-database-transitional-operation-reporting/ams/neotame-not-allowed-organic-foods
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/corn-steep-liquor/ams/corn-steep-liquor


 

     

 
 

  

   

    

   

    

  
 

  

   

   

   

   

   

     

Section H. Notices to Certifying Agents Document Date 

Petitions for Inert Ingredients under the National Organic 
Program 

Notice 11-6 2/3/2011 

Sodium Nitrate Use in Organic Crop Production Notice 12-1 9/11/2012 

Periodic Residue Testing of Organic Products N/A 2/28/2013 

Organic Integrity Learning Center Launch N/A 5/2/2019 

Certification of Organic Crop Container Systems N/A 6/3/2019 

Organic Integrity Database – Transitional Operation 
Reporting 

N/A 6/28/2023 

Ion Exchange Filtration in Organic Production N/A 7/6/2023 

Section I. Other Document Date 

Archived NOP Documents Notice 11-4 3/20/2024 

Noncompliance and Adverse Actions Flow Chart N/A 3/20/2024 

Section J. Draft Guidance Document Date 

Treated Lumber – Draft Guidance NOP 5036 8/31/2016 

5 Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute 
or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not 

available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.

https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-notice-11-6/ams/petitions-inert-ingredients-under-national-organic-program
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-notice-11-6/ams/petitions-inert-ingredients-under-national-organic-program
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/sodium-nitrate-use-organic-crop-production/ams/sodium-nitrate-use-organic-crop-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/periodic-residue-testing-organic-products/ams/periodic-residue-testing-organic-products
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/2019-organic-integrity-learning-center-launch-memo-certifiers/ams/organic-integrity-learning-center-launch
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/certification-organic-crop-container-systems/ams/certification-organic-crop-container-systems
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/organic-integrity-database-transitional-operation-reporting/ams/organic-integrity-database-transitional-operation-reporting
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/organic-integrity-database-transitional-operation-reporting/ams/organic-integrity-database-transitional-operation-reportinghttps://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/organic-integrity-database-transitional-operation-reporting/ams/organic-integrity-database-transitional-operation-reporting
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/ion-exchange-filtration-organic-production/ams/ion-exchange-filtration-organic-production
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/notice-11-4/ams/archived-nop-documents
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/flowchart/ams/noncompliance-and-adverse-action-chart
https://www.usda.gov/guidance-documents/nop-5036/ams/treated-lumber-draft-guidance



