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SUBJECT: SNAP - Treatment of Household Members with Voided Puerto Rican
Birth Certificates — Extended Transition Period and Revised Effective
Date

TO: All Regional Directors
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

On June 21, 2010, Food and Nutrition Service issued policy guidance on how to treat
household members whose Puerto Rican birth certificates were voided under Puerto Rico
Law 191 0of 2009. The SNAP policy was to go into effect July 1, 2010 to coincide with
the effective date of the new law.

However, on June 28, 2010 the Govermment of Puerto Rico approved an amendment that
extends the validity of current Puerto Rico birth certificates through September 30, 2010
in order to provide a transition period for Puerto Ricans to apply for and receive a new
birth certificate. Because of this new transition period, current Puerto Rican birth
certificates remain valid for an additional three months, through September 30, 2010.
States can get additional information about this change online at:
http://www.prtaa.com/birthcertificates/.

This essentially changes SNAP policy’s effective date from July 1, 2010 to October 1,
2010. All the other provisions in the original policy guidance apply and remain
unchanged.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact either Vicky Robinson at
Vicky.Robinson@fns.usda.gov or Angela Kline at Angela.Kline@fns.usda.gov.
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Chief

Certification Policy Branch

Program Development Division

Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute or
incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not available

through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.
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