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SUBJECT: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) — Clarification on SNAP
Eligibility for Haitians granted Temporary Protected Status

TO: All Regional Directors
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) has received multiple inquiries as to whether certain
Haitian nationals granted Temporary Protected Status (TPS) are eligible for SNAP benefits.
Generally, TPS grantees are persons who are temporarily allowed to stay in the U.S. when
their home nation is suffering under armed conflict, environmental disaster or other
“extraordinary or temporary conditions.” On January 21, 2010 Secretary Napolitano granted
TPS for those Haitian nationals who resided in the U.S. as of January 12, 2010, the date of
the earthquake.

Pursuant to the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
(PRWORA), Haitian entrants granted status under section 501(e) of the Refugee Education
Assistance Act of 1980 are qualified aliens and therefore, eligible for SNAP benefits,
provided they meet other eligibility requirements. PRWORA does not address whether those
individuals granted TPS are qualified aliens. PRWORA applies to multiple federal benefit
programs and this issue impacts eligibility for a number of programs across federal agencies.

After careful review and coordination among federal agencies, it has been determined that
under existing law Haitian nationals granted TPS do not meet the definition of Haitian
entrant and therefore are not qualified aliens eligible for SNAP benefits. In reaching its
decision, FNS reviewed legal authority, and consulted with other federal agencies and our
Office of the General Counsel. Applications for SNAP benefits wherein all household
members are Haitian nationals granted TPS must be denied. If the household consists of a
mixture of eligible U.S. citizens, eligible qualified aliens, or persons with another eligible
status, along with persons granted TPS, then only those household members granted TPS
would be denied, and eligibility would be determined for the remaining household members.
It is our understanding that other federal agencies will be issuing similar guidance on this
matter.

State agencies that have questions regarding this guidance should contact their respective
regional office representative. Any regional office staff with questions regarding this policy
should contact Angela Kline, Chief, Certification Policy Branch, at (703) 305-2495.

A

Lizbeth ermann
Director
Program Development Division

Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute or
incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not available

through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.







Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Eligibility for Haitians granted Temporary Protected Status.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 8



		Passed: 23



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Skipped		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

