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http://www.fns.usda.gov/preventing-overt-identification-children-certified-free



http://www.fns.usda.gov/sp22-2010-categorical
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http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth




Children certified for free or reduced price meal benefits because of a disaster situation maintain
their eligibility status for the entire school year and up to 30 days in the next school year [7 CFR
245.6(c)(1)]. For more information, see SP 46-2014, CACFP 12-2014, SFSP 18-2014: Disaster

Response, http://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster-response-0.

Homeless Children Residing Within Another Household

When a household hosting a homeless family applies for free and reduced price benefits for their
own children, the host family may include members of the homeless family as household
members if the host family provides financial support to the homeless family. “Financial
support” may include shelter, utilities, clothing, or food. When applying for benefits, the host
family must also include any income received by the homeless family. The eligibility status for
the host family is based on its income or other sources of categorical eligibility. However, as
stated at 7 CFR 245.6(b)(8), the categorical eligibility of a homeless child does not convey
categorical eligibility to other children in the household.

Documentation of a homeless child’s status is provided by the LEA liaison, even when the child
is included on a host household’s application. In these cases, the household size and income of
the host family are not taken into consideration in determining eligibility for the children
designated as homeless by the LEA liaison. Children determined to be homeless are categorically
eligible for free meals, regardless of the eligibility determination for the host family’s children.
Due to year-long eligibility, a change in household composition will not impact the eligibility
determination for either the host family’s children or the homeless child [7 CFR 245.6(c)(1)].

Acceptable documentation [7 CFR 245.2] to establish eligibility for homeless children residing
in another household includes:
e A list of names of homeless children;
o The effective dates and the signature of a homeless liaison; or
e A letter from a homeless liaison provided by the household to the school confirming the
child is currently homeless.

Foster Children

A foster child is a child whose care and placement is the responsibility of a State or local welfare
agency or who is placed with a caretaker household by the court. This definition applies only to
foster children who are formally placed by the State welfare agency or court. This may include
foster children placed with relatives, provided the placement is made by the State or local foster
care system or courts, but does not apply to informal arrangements, such as caretaker
arrangements or to permanent guardianship placements, when such arrangements exist outside of
or as a result of State or court based systems. The State must retain legal custody of the child
(whether placed by a welfare agency or a court) in order for a foster child to be considered
categorically eligible for free meals.
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Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute or
incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not available
through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.
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http://www.fns.usda.gov/ensuring-access-free-and-reduced-price-school-meals-low-income



http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/113-1.pdf
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http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/translated-applications
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cnd/Ispeak.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meaningful-access-persons



http://www.fns.usda.gov/free-and-reduced-price-meal-applications-%E2%80%93
http://www.fns.usda.gov/meaningful-access-persons-limited-english-proficiency-lep-school
http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/translated-applications



http://www.fns.usda.gov/revised-prototype-free-and
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/sp40-2008-reaffirmation-policy-limited
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http://www.fns.usda.gov/verification-cause-school-meals-programs



http://www.fns.usda.gov/sp27-2006-verification
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https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text
https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/subscriber/new
https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/policy/all
http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/child-nutrition-programs
https://www.partnerweb.usda.gov
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