UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE- FNS INSTRUCTION 784-3

Food and Nutrition Service
3101 Park Center Drive
Alexandria, VA 22302

ACTION BY: Regional Directors
Special Nutrition Programs

SOURCE CITATION: Section 226.7(m)

Reimbursement for Meals Provided by Parents in the Child Care Food Program

Section 226.7(m) of the Child Care Food Program regulations requires each State agency to
establish standards for institutional reeordkeeping and reporting, that "prohibit claiming
reimbursement for meals provided by a child's parents except as authorized by (§226.18(e))"
(which permits such meals to be claimed when served by a day care home provider to her own
children under specific conditions).

The basic premise of all the Child Nutrition Programs is to reimburse participating schools and
institutions for .costs associated with providing wholesome, nutritious meals to children. If
costs are not incurred, then reimbursement is not paid. If children bring their own food to a
child care center or home, then such meals should not be claimed for reimbursement.

If it is necessary for a parent to supply a particular item for medical reasons (§226.20(h)), then
the meal may still be claimed for reimbursement if the provider supplies at least one required
meal component. Examples would be (1) a substitute required by an allergic reaction to milk
and (2) rice crackers instead of bread for children with a wheat malabsorption problem.

Administering agencies should exercise .special care to ensure that, except in unusual cases,
homes and centers provide complete meals to children.
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Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance
that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.
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