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The Agricultural Act of 2014 (Farm Bill), Public Law 113-79, clarifies requirements for
participation in evaluations and research in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance -
Program. The purpose of this memorandum is to provide guidance on the
implementation of this provision.

Section 4023 of the Farm Bill amends section 17 of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008
(7 U.8.C. 2026) to clarify that States, State agencies, local agencies, institutions,
facilities such as data consortiums, and contractors patticipating in programs authorized
under the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, are required to cooperate with
1.8, Department of Agriculture officials and contractors conducting evaluations and
studies and submit information in the time and manner required.

Regional Offices are asked to share this guidance with the State agencies.

State agencies should direct any questions concerning this guidance to the appropriate
Food and Nutrition Service Regional Office. Regional Offices with questions shouid
contact Lizbeth Silbermann by email at Lizbeth Silbermann@fhs.usda.gov or by phone
at (703) 305-2494.
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Sincerely,

USDA is an Equai Oppariunity Provider, Empioyer and Lender

Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized by statute or
incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance that is not available
through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts.
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