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DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Implementation of the One

Big Beautiful Bill Act of 2025 – Alien SNAP Eligibility

All SNAP State Agencies
All Regions

On July 4, 2025, President Donald J. Trump signed into law Public Law 119-21, the One Big

Beautiful Bill Act of 2025 (OBBB). On September 4, 2025, the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)

published a memorandum describing the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

provisions of the OBBB, titled “Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Provisions of the

One Big Beautiful Bill Act of 2025 – Information Memorandum.”

This memorandum provides State agencies with additional information on implementing

Section 10108 of the OBBB, which makes changes to alien eligibility for SNAP.

SNAP Alien Eligibility

Section 10108 of the OBBB amends section 6(f) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (FNA),

limiting eligibility for SNAP to the following groups: U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals, lawful 

permanent residents (LPRs), Cuban and Haitian entrants1, and Compact of Free Association 

(COFA) citizens.

Prior to the OBBB, certain lawfully present aliens, as defined by the Personal Responsibility

and Work Opportunity Act (PRWORA)2 were eligible to receive SNAP benefits, provided they

met all other SNAP eligibility requirements and completed a 5-year waiting period, unless

exempted by PRWORA.

1 Cuban and Haitian entrants as defined in section 501(e) of the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980, 8 U.S.C. Sec 1522 note.
2 Aliens who were qualified aliens as defined by section 431 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act 
(PRWORA) (8 USC 1641) and aliens included in section 402(a) of PRWORA (8 USC 1612(a)) in addition to groups listed in section 6(f) of the FNA 
were eligible for SNAP.

Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized 
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance 

that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts. 
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Following the OBBB, some alien groups previously eligible for SNAP are no longer eligible. 

Aliens continue to be subject to a 5-year waiting period, unless exempted by PRWORA.3  The 

chart below summarizes eligibility for aliens pursuant to the OBBB amendments to section 

6(f) of the FNA. 

Eligible Alien Groups Under the OBBB Eligibility Timing 

 Non-citizen U.S. nationals 
 Cuban and Haitian entrants 
 Compacts of Free Association (COFA) 

citizens 

Eligible immediately, with no waiting 
period, as long as they meet all other SNAP 
financial and non-financial eligibility 
requirements. 

 Lawful permanent residents (LPR) 
(also known as Green Card holders) 

Eligible after a 5-year waiting period, as long 
as they meet all other SNAP financial and 
non-financial eligibility requirements. 

LPRs may still be eligible for SNAP without a 
waiting period if they meet one or more of 
the following conditions: 

 Are under 18 years old 
 Have 40 qualifying work quarters 
 Are blind or disabled 
 Were lawfully residing in the U.S. and 

65 or older on August 22, 1996 
 Have a U.S. military connection 
 Are admitted to the United States as 

an Amerasian immigrant 
 Are an American Indian born abroad 
 Certain Hmong or Highland Laotian 

tribal members 

The chart in Attachment 1 illustrates changes to SNAP alien eligibility. 

3 See 8 USC 1612.  

Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized 
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance 

that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts. 
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Implementation 

Section 10108 of the OBBB was effective upon enactment, July 4, 2025. State agencies must 

immediately apply the new eligibility criteria to new applicants at initial certification. For 

households already receiving SNAP, State agencies must review household circumstances 

and apply these policies at recertification. If an alien does not fall into one of the groups listed 

in section 6(f) of the FNA, as amended by OBBB, the alien is no longer eligible for SNAP and 

must be removed from the household at that time.4 

Changes During the Certification Period 

The Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 requires State agencies to use the Systematic Alien 

Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) program to verify the immigration status of all aliens 

participating in SNAP prior to certification. FNS strongly encourages States to check SAVE 

whenever required changes or recertifications actions are made. Through these updates, 

State agencies may obtain information during a household’s certification period that 

indicates an alien is no longer in a SNAP-eligible immigration status or designation. State 

agencies must review household circumstances to take appropriate action when this occurs 

and follow program rules for acting on changes and resolving unclear information at 7 CFR 

273.12(c).   

Quality Control and Technical Assistance 

FNS will, as appropriate, hold States harmless for Quality Control (QC) purposes for 120 days 

from the required implementation date in accordance with 7 CFR 275.12(d)(2)(vii). 

The 120-day variance exclusion period will not apply if the State agency does not implement 

the new provision in accordance with 7 CFR 275.12(d)(2)(vii)(D). State agencies that 

implement a provision later than the required implementation date, but before the end date 

4 Pursuant to USDA regulations at 7 CFR 273.12(a)(1), 7 CFR 273.12(d), and 7 CFR 273.18, households are not liable for a claim due to a change 
in circumstances the household is not required to report. Since households are not required to report a change in immigration status, aliens 
who lose SNAP eligibility at recertification due to the OBBB SNAP eligibility changes, are not subject to a claim for over issuance for the 
benefits received after the OBBB changes took effect. 

Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized 
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance 

that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts. 
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of the exclusionary period, will only be allowed a variance exclusion for the time remaining. 

State agencies that implement after the exclusionary period end date do not get a variance 

exclusion. Early implementation rules at 7 CFR 275.12(d)(2)(vii)(A) do not apply since the 

enactment date for Section 10108 of OBBB was July 4, 2025. 

A 120-day variance exclusion is permitted for the misapplication of changes in Section 10108 

of the OBBB to new and ongoing SNAP households until the exclusionary period end date on 

November 1, 2025. 

FNS stands ready to work with State agencies and provide additional technical assistance as 

OBBB implementation continues. State agencies with questions on Section 10108 of the 

OBBB should contact their respective FNS Regional Office. These questions will help inform 

additional guidance in future memos. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
for Ronald Ward 
Acting Associate Administrator 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
Food and Nutrition Service 
 
Attachments 

SASHA
GERSTEN-
PAAL

Digitally signed by SASHA 
GERSTEN-PAAL
Date: 2025.10.31 10:20:47 
-04'00'

Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized 
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance 

that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts. 
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Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized 
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance 

that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts. 
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Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized 
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance 

that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts. 
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Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized 
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance 

that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts. 
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Guidance documents lack the force and effect of law, unless expressly authorized 
by statute or incorporated into a contract. USDA may not cite, use, or rely on any guidance 

that is not available through their guidance portal, except to establish historical facts. 
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